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S E C T I O N V.

JL HE Commonwealth of the United Frovinces 1745.
had hitherto avoided to aft as principals in the pre -̂ ^—"v—
fent difpute. They had fhewn an equal reluftance
to abandon the queen of Hungary , and to com-
mence hoftilities againft the French king. Faithful
to their great De Witt 's maxims, they had enjoyed
peace amidft tlie tumults of war ; and, confidering
the commotions of their neighbours as fo many opportuni-
ties for them to enlarge their trade and increafe their
wealth, they feemed little inclined to drop the fubßance,
in order to catch at aßadow [1].

This irrefolute condudl had expofed them to
fome inconveniencies. Roufed to acYion by the
reprefentations of their own as well as of Englifh
patriots [2], and awed into fubmiflive tranquillity
by the eloquence and menaces of French agents,
they were forced to take fome ambiguous lteps,
iinfatisfaftory to one of the parties, and unpleafing
totheother . They granted fome fubfidies to the (
late emperor's daughter, but thofe were given
flowly, and with a fparing hand. They increafed
the number of their troops, but employed them
chiefly to fupply the deficiencies of the Auftrians
in their own barrier towns ; and thofe of their corps

K 2 which
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1745- which had taken the field the year before, were
' '̂ ~̂ J cautioufly kept from coming into attion.

The earl of Chefterfield had been too well ac-
quainted with the principles of Dutch politics dur-
ing the courfe of his firft embaffy in Holland, to
believe that fo cautious a people could eafily be in-
duced to defert them. He knew that to be fafe was
their firfi concern, and tobe rieh theirfecond. Indeed
he was fo far converted to their fyftem, that he
adopted it in great meafure for his own country,
and made no fcruple openly to declare, that except
when the Dutch barrier is in danger, it can never
be the interefi of this nation to enter into a land
war [3] .

This , indeed was now the cafe. The invafion
of the Low Countries by the French itruck terror
into the different orders of the ftate. The Dutch
mob, not unlike other mobs, and perhaps ftill lefs
manageable, when excited by wild enthufiafts and
artful demagogues, exclaimed that their rulers
were lulled by French influence, or perhaps by
French gold. The exhaufted ftate of the public
treafure, the ruinous condition of the fortifications,
the emptinefs of the magazines, the neglect of the
military difeipline, the inexperience of the officers,
and the weaknefs of the adminiftration, had reduced
the republic to the ftate in which it was in the year
1672, when Lewis XIV. fubdued four of the pro-
vinces ; and, as the caufe was the fame, to wit, the
want of a chief, fimilar confequences were juflly
appreheiided, and the farrie remedy defired and
pointed out.

This eritical fituation had long been forefeen by
lord Chefterfield. He had warned his countrymen
repeatedly not to perfift in meafures ealculated to

ferve
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ierve a foreign intereft. As thequeen of Hungary • 1745-
had unexpectedly been reftored to the beft part of Ks~v-*-J
her hereditary poffeßions, he judged it inexpedient
to contend for the reft. All further fchemes for her
aggrandifement were treated by bim as chimerical
and deftruclive. He thought an equivalent for Sile-

fia was to be looked upon as the moß romantic of all the
fiate Quixotifms of thefe ghiixot times[4], and wiflied
to fave his country from the reproachof being the
wlnd-mill-fighter of Europe [5].

As our earl's ideas were fo well known to the old
minifters, the refolution of fending him over to
Holland, in order to defeat prejudices fo deeply
rooted, muft at the firrt view appear extremely
abfurd. But two ends were to be anfwered, from
his undertaking fo difRculta negotiation, The firft
was to reprefent his lordüiip's acceptance of that em-
ploy as an argument that he had undergonea political
regeneration, and that he -was not only fatisfied with his
majeßfs meafures, but ready to further them to the ut-
mofl of his power [6] .

The fecond was to be enabled to convince their
fovereign that what fo populär a minifter could not
accomplifli, was really impraclicable, and by de-
grees to induce him to adopt true national meafures
from the impoflibility of purfuing any other [7].

The new ambaflador arrived on the 1Ith of Ja-
nuary at the Hague ; where he was to meet with
the aififtance of Mr. Trevor , the prefent lord Tre-
vor, who was then his majefty's envoy extraordinary
and plenipotentiary with the States General . As he
was to ftay there but a fhort time, he did not take
a great number of attendants with him, nor any
companions but his friends Mr. Mallet and Mr.
Dayrolles, in whom he expedied and found an
agreeable fociety, as well as ufeftü afliftance.

The
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I745-' The credentials givcn to the carl, expreffed his

■y"v-v-' majefty's defire that the States might be induced to
unite their forces and interefts in the fupport of the
common caufe ; and he was authorized to concert
with their minifters and generals, as well as with
thofe of the other allies, the proper meafures to be
purfued, in order to obtain as fpeedily as pofliblea
good and folid peace, by carrying on the war with
vigor,

The plan laid down in the ambaffador's inftruc-
tions was ftridtly followed by him ; and, were the
account he is faid to have written of his embafly
ever to fee the light, it would appear how earneft
he was to obtain frorri the Dutch what he beiieved
they ought , and perhaps wifhed they would refufe.
He prefTed them to come roundly into the war, and
ftipulated with them the proportion of the fubfidies
and troops to be furnifhed by each fide.

The Spanifh ambaffador, the marquis de St. Gil,
but efpccially the abbe de la Ville, who fucceeded
the marquis de Fenelon as French minifter at the
Plague, did not fail to oppofe lord Ghefterfield in
the courfe of his negociation. The abbe was in
every refpecl an antagonift worthy of him ■, and his
lordfhip has given fo lively an account of the man¬
ner in which he endeavoured to carry his point,
notwithftanding his competitor's efForts, that I fliaü
not fcruple to infert it in a note [8] .

Philanthropy, however, and true policy, were
itronger in the earl's breaft than the defire of fuc-
ceeding in his warlike negociation. He held up the
olive brauch at the fame time that his duty obliged
him to fpirit up the Dutch to gather laureis. He
tried to inducethe minifters of the contending pow-

s to bring their refpective courts to terms of ac-
commodation,
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commodation, if an honorable peace were propofed ; 1745-
and he feems afterwards to have done Rill juftice to ' *
abbe de la Ville, in fuppofing .that thefe were ljke-
wife his real fentiments [9].

Unforlunatejy feyeral caufes eoncurred in render^ •
ing their joint efforts inefFedtual. The two parties
which diyided the republie were, from dirferent mo-
tives, equally averfe from peace. Fear deterred
the one, and intereft jnfjuenced the other. The re-
publicans, already fufpedted of having betrayed
their country to the French [10], were apprehenfive
of being made the vi&ims of an ineenfed people, if
they confented to an ignominious defertion of the
common caufe. The ftadtholder on the other hand
rejecled all ofFers, even of an advantageous pacifi-
cation, which would have overturned their fchemes,
and retarded the elevation of the prince*of Orange,
But the circumftance which more effeftually ob-
ftrufted the wifhed-for reconciliation was the death
of the emperor Charles VII. Grief and difappoint-
ment put an end to his life, the very day that the
ämbaffador fet out from London; This event, to-
gether with the quadruple alliance concluded at the
fame time, and the attack made upon the Hanove-
rian tenitories by marfhal Eelleifle, opened a new
fiejd of enterprize to the fanguine projedors of both
nations. The wild fchemes of humbling both
France and Pruffia v/ere refumed with rather a better
profpeft of fuccefs•, efpecially after the young duke
of Bavaria's treaty with the queen of Hungary had
fecured to her a body of auxüiary forces, a majority
of votes in the êlecloral College, and the reftoration
of the imperial dignity to her family by the eleftion
of her hufband.

Thus pulhed on by the current, lord Chefterfield
fucceeded beyond the expedtations of thofe who fent

him.
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x745- him. The ftates, indeed, refufed to declare war, but
""*» ' they agreed to carry it on. They promifed, upon

paper, to maintain 50,000 men in the field, befides
10,000 in their garrifons. The mercanüle fpirit
manifefted itfelf in fettling the proportion of the
expences. But the ambaflador had orders not to
objedl to trifles•, and he pundtually obeyed. In-
ftead of the two fifths, which had formerly been de-
manded, one third of the old fubfidies, and only
one fourth of the new ones, was now accepted.

In the principal article our earl gave great fatis-
faftion to his royal mafter, The duke of Cumber-
land, already put at the head of the Britifh forces,
was by the ambafTador's induftry appointed Com¬
mander in chief of the confederate army [ 11]. This
appeared as if the Dutch were in earneft ; and yet
perhaps they only complimented a foreign prince at
the expence of their own. The young duke was
defervedly the favorite of a brave people, as well as
of their king. Firft of the Hanover line born in
England , he had fhewn himfelf at Dettingen worthy
of the title of a Britifh prince, and pofTeffed all the
military ardor of his father. But thefe very circum-
ftances, joined to the fuperiority of his rank, which
put him above the controul of a colleague [12],
muft even then have alarmed,confiderate people.
They muft have been fhocked to fee that with infe¬
rior forces he was fuffered to encounter the ableft
general of the age, placed at the head of an army
exerpifed in many eampaigns, and fighting under
the eyes of their king. I know that, nearly under
the fame difadvantages, the fon of Edward III. de-
feated a French army, and made the king his pri-
ibner. But the Commander of that army was not a
marihal de Saxe ; and men fuch as the black prince
are feldom met with more than once in the annals of
any nation.

As
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As the great fuperiority of the French troops over 1745.

thofe, with which the duke entered the field, was *—v—
fufficiently known, a defenfive campaign might
have been moft eligible, at leaft tili a frefh fupply
of auxiüary Forces could be procured. But this by
no means fuited with the difpofition of the young
general. The plan which the king and his minif-
ters had fettled at St. James's, and which the Eng-
lifh ambaflador was inftrucled to communicate to
the refpeclive Commanders at the Hague , was to
wait only tili the French were engaged in a hege,
and then to attack their divided army [13].

This projecl might have fucceeded, had the ine-
quality been lefs, or the fecret better kept. But
the enemy were apprifed of the defign, and had
with great fkill prepared to render it ineffectual
Their lines were made almoft inacceflible by the
art of their engineers, and impregnable as well as
deitru&ive by their artillery. Such notwithftanding
was the intrepid behaviour both of the national and
elecloral troops ; fuch was the gallantry of the royal
chief [14], that the iflue was like to have been as
glorious as it proved fatal to the confederates.
Their formidable column, intrepid and unfhaken,
had driven the whole force of the enemy, and there
remained only a fmall referve to encounter, much
inferior to a body of eight thoufand Hanoverians,
which had unaccountably been difmifled [15].
But this referve, confifting chiefly of Irifh regiments
[16], was fufficient to repel the laft efforts of men,
led for the third time to deftruftion , thinned by
the enemy's cannon, wearied out with the flaughter
they had made, and retiring with this confolation,
>f.tt could be one, that they yielded the palm to
their own countrymen.

Had this fatal event, convincing as it was that no
good could be expefted from the continuation of

the
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1745. the war, produced the fame effe£t upon the fan-

guine monarch and his temporizing minifter as it
did upon lord Chefterfield, the nation perhaps
would have profited by the difappointment.
France, efpecially after the lofs of Cape Breton, was
fufficjtently difpofed to balance accounts. It was
not her intereft that the king of Pruflla fhould ag^
grandize himfelf, even at the expence of the houfc
of Auftria. To maintain an equilibrium be-
tween thefe two powers, fhe was ready to favour
the elecTion of the grand dtike of Tufcany to the
imperial dignity. The other points in difpute.
might eafily have been adjufted, and the contend-
ing powers would all have been benefited by a cef-
fation of hoft'üities. The elevation of a ftadtholder
would ftill have taken place, but in a more fecure
and lefs tumultuous manner . The wealth, the
ftrength, the honor of the Britifh nation would no
longer have been facrificed to foreign interefts, the
rebellion would not have enfued, or at ieaft would
not have remained fo long uncrufhed , and one
ufeful leflon would have faved the repeated mortifi-
cations of fucceeding campaigns.

Lord Chefterfield had long wiftied for an oppor-
tunity of rewarding the fervices of his chaplain ; and
this opportunity oflfered while he was at the Hague.
A vacancy having happened in the bench of bifhops
in Ireland, lord Chefterfield wrote to lord Harring-
ton who was then with the king at Hanover, re-
commending doftor Chenevix to the vacant fee.
He received a polite anfwer, rejecTng in civil terms
the recommendation. Lord Harrinoton at the fame

■ '. ., . f . . .. . j o ■- ■*
time affured lord Chefterfield, that his Majefty
would accept of any other perfon he fhould name,
and therefore advifed him to lock out for another
bifliop ; to vdiich lord Chefterfield replied, that he

begged
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begged his lordfhip would defire the king to look out 1745-
for another lord lieutenant. The reply had its ef- 1 *
fedt; dodlor Chenevix was made bifhop of Killa¬
loe, and a few months after tranflated without op-
pofition to the fee of Waterford.

The bufinefs of the embafly being finifhed, the
earl received his frefh credentials, and took leave of
the ftates general, eight days after the battle of
Fontenoy. The difcourfe which he delivered on
this occafion, was a fhort, lively, and indirekt reply
to Fenelon's farewel fpeech. He defcribed the ad-
vantages arifing from the clofe union of the Britifh
and Dutch nations, an union not the effect of tran-
fient views or accidental jundlures , but the confe-
quence of their reciprocal and invariable interefts,
pointed out by their refpetlive fituations, and con-
firmed by the uninterrupted experience of almoft a
Century. This was artful, as it recalled to the
ftates the dreadful effedts of their former diifentions,
and in particular the imminent danger which their
country had fo narrowly efcaped in 1672 ; a dan¬
ger which as it now again hung over their heads,
could only be avoided by adhering clofely to their
alliance with Great Britain. He likewife exprefled
his grateful regard for their high mightineffes, and
his attachment to the republic. The ftates, in re¬
turn to the ambalfador's profeffions, teftified in their
letter to his fovereign, their efteem for the talents,
abilities, and prudcnce, of fo eminent a negotiatorm

The early clofe of the feffion of the Britifh parlia-
ment this year, permitted the monarch to revifit his
eledloral dominions. Lord Chefterfield arrived at
his houfe in London the fame day that the king fet
out from Harwich, and was deprived of the honor
of delivering to him a verbal account of his embaffy.

It
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1745. It is a matter of doubt whether this was altogether

■*-v~ "> the effedt of chance ; but as his landing at Dublin
fome months after happened alfo the fame day that
the king arrived in England, it may be fufpefted
that neither of the parties was defirous of an inter¬
view as cold as the preceding had been.

The reprefentations, which his excellency made
to the regency [18], of the difpofitions of the
Dutch, and of the ftate of their affairs, were by no
means calculated to recommend a perfeverance in
meafures which they had agreed with him to dif-

' courage. But the-earl's colleagues had now altered
their notions ; nor could the further fucceffes of the
French in the courfe of this year, the four victories
of the Pruffian king, the advantages gained by the
Spaniards and their new allies the Genoefe in Italy,
nor even the alarms of the rebellion at home,
difturb them from their unaccountable fecurity.
Flufhed with the conqueft of Cape Breton [19],
and buoyed up with expeftations from new expedi-
tions, new negotiations and new fubfidies, they re-
ceived with coldnefs the propofals of the French
minifters at the Hague , for aflembling a congrefs,
and putting an end to the war. Inftead of availing
themfelves of the intelligence procured by the am-
baflador, and agreeable to their ftipulations of
making ufe of the füll power they had to bring
about a peace, they determined to continue the
war, and lord Chefterfield was prevented from
making any further remonftrances, by being oblig-
ed to fet out for Ireland, in confequence of the
breaking out of the rebellion in Scotland [20].

The fituation of domeftic affairs, indeed, was
Aich as to require the moft prudent management,
as well as moft vigorous exertion of power, in the

feveral
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feveral parts of the Britifh empire. England , 1745.
which was fuppofed to be out of reach of danger, 1- *—
was fuddenly itruck from a cloud thatfeemcd to be at
firfl no bigger than a man's hand[21]. The rebelü-
on that broke out about the middle of this year,
too much defpifed in the beginning, foon became
formidable from the weak efForts made to crufh it
proving ineffeftuaL

The landing of a young and daring adventurer,
the fudden and almoft total fubmiffion of Scotland,
the furprizing and routing of an Englifh army by a
handful of rebels, were the harbingers of ftill great-
er misfortunes. An undifciplined band of moun-
taineer6, hardened by their climate and their zeal,
were led on by a few ruined defperate chiefs, who
by a fudden invafion, attempted to fhake their
fovereign's throne. In their hopes of reinforce-
ments they were difappointed, but having feized
upon Carlifle, unaccountably unprovided, they as
unaccountably purfued their wonderful march to-
wards London. The weftern road being left
open to them, they did not fear to be overtaken by
marfhal Wade , who kept the eaftern •, and while
he flowly croffed the country to meafure the traft
they ran over, they nearly gave the flip to the more
alert duke of Cumberland . An univerfal alarm
was now fpread, and inftead of afking whether
the miniftry had any defign to extinguim the
rebellion, it came to be alked whether it was in
their power [22]. Every day gave rife to falfe re-
ports from the fecret well-wilTiers to the caufe, and
from the minifterial quarter [23]. Public credit
was afFefted, Jobbers were encouraged to advance
money at extravagant rates, and great men to
raife inaftive regiments at their own expence [24].
The attachment of the nation to the reigning line

of
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1745' of . princes, under whom alone their liberties and
l-*v~ ' religion could be preferved, was not more confpi-

cuous than their anxiety in being at once deprived
of thofe Meilings, and one hundred thoufand peo-
ple in arms dreaded the approach of eight thou¬
fand banditti, ill clothed, ill armed, and ill fed.
This crifis did not laft long. The rebels ftopped
at Derby, and as nothing had kept up their fpi-
rits but the celerity of the march, they no fooner
halted, but their courage failed them. Frefh di-
vifions broke out among the chiefs, the motley
crew could no longer be kept together at fuch
diftance from home, and they agreed in nothing
but in turning back. Their retreat was as expe-
ditious as their progrefs had been, they füll had
the good fortune to out-run the royal army, and
next year that of furprizing and putting to roüt an
unguarded general. But this flight ädvantage
accelerated their ruin. The duke purfued them
into the heart of their country. They were again
forced to fly before him, and being pufhed to the
northern extremity of the ifland Were in fight of
their own mountains completely defeated by him.

There was reafon to apprehend ftill greater
danger in Ireland. The ftate of government
there was more ünfettled, and civilization lefs ad-
vanced. Men deprived of their property , or ren-
dered uneafy in the poifeflion of it, were naturally
inclined to change. As it was obvioufly the inte-
reft of the pretender to tempt his fortune in that
ifland which had fo long fupported the king he
Lelaimed his defcent»from ; fo it was natural that he
fliould make a laft effort in the third kingdom,
after having been difappointed in the two former.
The number of his friends there was fuppofed to
be much more confiderable. A conftant inter-

courfe
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courfe had fublifted between the defcendents of
the court at S. Germains, and the lrifh, who
from their conne&ion and prejudices, were inclin-
ed to the fame fide ; and the French were much
more at hand to affift them.

Far from being terrified by thefe unfavorable
appearances, lord Chefterfield fet out with great
alacrity for his government the iäft day of Äuguft.
But before he left England ? he was Willing to
fhew that he intended to govern by himfelf. The
office of principal fecretary is not only a place of
confiderable profit, but it is likewife attended with
confiderable power, when the lord lieutenant is
Willing to throw upon another the load of public
affairs. If the fecretary be capable and enterpriz-
ing, he becomes the principal, the governor is
eclipfed, and fhares only the odium, but never
the honor, of his fubftitute's management . Seve-
ral perfons of great abilities as well as experience
were accordingly propofed to the earl for that im-
portant office. But faithful to the rule he had
prefcribed to himfelf in his two embaffies, he re-
folved to make fuperior abilities no part of the
fecretary's qualifications. He liftened not to the
intimations of favorites and minifters, and even
refifted the infinuations of friendfhip which might
have determined his choice in favor of Mr. Mallet.
The gentleman he preferred was the late Richard
Lyddel, efq; member of parliament for Boffiney
in Cornwall. That gentlemen, he fays, in a let-
ter to his fon [25], was a very genteel fretty young
fellow, bat not a man of bufineß. This was the
circumftance which didated his choice, and on
the firft vifit his fecretary paid him, he told him,
Sir, you will receive the emoluments of your place,
butI will do the bufineß myfelf, being determined to
have nofirfl minißer[26].

In



IS2 MEMOIRSOF

1745. In another inftance he likewife chofe to be fmgular
v»J and peremptory . He openly declared, that if,

during his ftay in Ireland, any perfon fhould make
a fuccefsful application to the king, for any place
in his majefty's gift, through any other channel but
his own, he would immediately throw up the lord
lieutenancy [27]. Confcious of his integrity, he
certainly was right in making this declaration, which
perhaps would neither have been decent nor eafily
attended to, if a man of lefs refolution and confe-
quence had at that time ventured to make it.

On his landing he found the high character he had
acquired, of the greateft fervice to him. In an ifland
efteemed not lefs boifterous than the dement that
furrounds it, he was particularly happy in quieting
and captivating the turbulent difpofition of the iii-
habitants ; and Cicero, whom he had conftantly be-
fore his eyes as an orator, became alfo the objetl of
his imitation in his government.

The Irifh parliament afiembled the 8th of Oc-
tober. His lordfhip opened the feflion in a man¬
ner becoming the reprefentative of a great king, ad-
drelling himfelf to a feeling people, with the autho-
rity of a ruler, and the affecYion of a father. His
difcourfe was admired [28], and the dignity as wel!
as gracefulnefs of his adtion was a great advantage
to it. Truth and virtue, as he faid of lord Scar-
borough, feemed to borrow his voice, and reafon.
fpoke the language of the heart. This gave fucha
weight to what he delivered that he gained una-
nimous praife and approbation. The auguft af-
fembly that heard him were convinced that they
might truit him* and that whatever power was
lodged in his hands by the king and by themfelveS;

nö
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110 other ufe would be made of it but what tended
to their fafety and happinefs.

A military Force and money are gerierally efteem-
ed the two principäl engines of government . The
one as well as the other are applied for, in times of
trouble, with earneftnefs and avidity, by timid br
covetous chiefs. Lord Chefterfield had other re-
fources. He knew, that the fewer wants he dif-
covered, the more certain he fhould be of finding
iüpplies in cafe of need •, and that the aflfeädöns of
the people being önce fecured, their perfons änd
purfes would be at his fervice.

The regulär troops then in Ireland amounted to
fo fmalla num.ber, that they were thought very in-
fufficient for the defence of the kingdom. Accord-
ingly, feveral perfons, for very obvious reafons, ad-
vifed that fourthoufand men fhould be immediately
raifed. Lord Chefterfield afted difTerently. The
Britifh cabinet were diftreffed; they continually
preffed him for afliftänce, and he confented to part
with four battalions to reinforce the duke's army.
Thefe troops, thus transferred from the Irifli tp the
Englifh eftablifhment, were afterwards replaced ±
but this was done, not by the expenfive iftode of
new regiments, which, from the difpofal of the
commiflions, would have enabted the governor to
oblige his friends, and increafe the number of h;s
dependents; büt by additional companies, in which
the officers children, who were deürous of it, were
prefented with enfigns commiflions, which he him-
felf figned by vir'tue of his majefty's royal figu ma-
nual for that purpofe.

The (linae principk of generofity direfted him .
bQth in his application for fuppliss, and in the man-Vol. I. L kix
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her of raifing them. He afked for no more thäit
^ .607,080, and p'art of this fem was to be applied
to the-difcharge pf a former debt . It was propofed
to raife this fem by debentures, wbich would have
been loon filled, if all thofe whö.immediately of-
fered to febfcribe confiderable fems, bad found his
lordmip ready to receive them. He fofpedted, that
the hope of confiderable advantage was the motive
that made them ib preffing ; and upon enquiry he
found that thefe debentures already bore a premium
of . fix per cent. This would have been thoughta
very moderäte proflt in England . But lord Chefter-
field had the good of the peopie committed to his
care töo much at heart, not to endeavour to alleviate
their burthen. He took the refolution of trying to
borrow the money without paying intereft for the
firlt year ; and this ê periment , which had never
been attempted before, fuceeeded to his wilh.

A principal article of the expences was the buy-
ing of arms för the fervice of the provinces in cafe
of an invafion. It was computed that thirty thou-
fand firelocks and bayonets and ten thoufand broad
fwords would be neceffary, for the purchafe of
which fixty thoufand pounds had been voted. If
common contraäors had been employed, the mo-'
ney would have been Ipent, and perhaps the arms
would not have been good. Lord Cheßerfield
c'nofe to employ honefl as well as intelligent men,
and pitched upon two officers for that fervice. They
were ordered to infoecT: the arms,' and to accept of
none but after'having proved them. Mr, Chenevix,
brother to the bifhop, and lieutenant-colonel of the
carabineers, had the management of the arms made
at Dublin, and the other officer was fent to Bir¬
mingham for the fame purpofe. They both exe-

cuted
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cuted their commiffiön in a manner confiftent with
their charadter, and anfwerable to the noble em-
ployer's expedtations. There was no defecl in the
arms, and a faving in the expence of five and
twenty thoufand pounds. That fum was applied
to many public ufes, and in particular to the com-
pleting of the buildings in the caftle.

In a country, where a majority of the inhabitants
refufed allegiance from motives of confcience, it
might have been thought advifeable to exprefs a
deteftation of thefe rebellious principles, and a
diflike to thofe who avowed them. The prevaiiing
religion of the country was, with too much reafon,
looked upon as the nurfery of blind zeal, diiaflrec-
tion, and revenge. Though it had not the fame
number of followers as at the period of the revolu-
tion ; fince, inftead of five and thirty to one,
which they were then, the Roman catholics were
now fuppofed to be only five times more numerous
than the Proteftants ; yet fuch a difproportion was
alarming. Popery and jacobitifm were iuppofed
to be infeparable; and it was thought that the only
way to check the progrefs and prevent the fatal
confequences of either, was ftriclly to carry into ex-
ecution and inforce the penal laws enadted againftboth.

Lord Chefterfield could not poflibly have been
cenfured, had he conformed to the method prac-
tifed in the three kingdoms, and particularly at this
time in England. Upon the firit breaking out of
the rebellion, the private Popifh chapels in the me-
tropolishad been fearched for, and ordered tobe mut
up, proclamations were iflued to compel the priefts
to leave the capital, and the refraftory were impri-
foned and threatened with fevere punifhments . The

L 2 new
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new lord lieutehant did not want for advifers, who
preffed him to follow this example . His enlarged
notions of"humanity and true politics induced him
to purfue a different and much wifer courfe. He
allowed the Roman catholics the free ufe of their
religion, and far from attempting to fhut up their
places of worfhip, he rather wifhed them to con-
t'mue open ; and prevented any difturbance from
being given to thofe who reforted to them [29].
His view was to difcover whether the people of
that denomination remained in the kingdom, or left
it to go over to their fuppofed friends in Scotland.
To be informed of that material fad , he took care
to engage perfons to attend at their chapels and
fairs, and received with great fatisfaction affurances
that they were both as much frequented as ever. A
certain proof of the confidence they placed in his
promifes, and of their defire not to moleft govern-
ment . The deluded adherents to the exiled family
were treatedf with equal lenity and prudence . One
ofthem , a Roman catholic, who had an eftate in
the neighbourhood of Dublin , and was looked upon
as an agent to the pretender, was privately fent for
to the caftle. " Sir, faid ford Chefterfreld, I do
" not wifh to inquire whether you have any pai-
" ticular employment in this kingdom , but I
" know that you have a great intereft amongft
" thofe of your perfuafion. I have fent for youto
" exhort them to be peaceable and quiet. If they
" behave like faithful fubjedts, they fhall be treated
" as fuchj but if they adl in a different mannerl
" fhall be worfe to them than Crom well." Whe¬
ther he would have really been fo may be doübted;
but this converfätion, together with his watchful eye,
had fuch an effedl, that not one of them ffirred
during the whole time of the rebellion, and all the

informations
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mformations againft particular perfons were found
abfolutely groundlefs.

His efforts to remove prejudices, and maintain
harmony and benevolence, were feconded by
writers whom he encouraged to fupport the fame
caufe. Dean Swift was ftill alive, when lord
Chefterfield arrived, but reduced to a ftate of total
dotage and infenfibility, whieh one month after
ended in his death. This fhort interval was laid
hold of, to publifh under his name a new letter of
a drapier [30] to the good people of Ireland, and
particularly to the poor Papifts. It was fo much
in the dean's ftile, and was fo greedily received,
that it went through a variety of editions in a
month's time. Indeed the many ftrokes of wit and
humour that it contained, would induce rae to fuf-
pedt that his lordfhip had fome fliare in it.

Berkeley, the bifhop of Cloyne, employed him-
felf in the fame caufe, perhaps more ufefully than
in his recommendation of tar water, or in his dia-
logues againft matter. His letter to the Roman ca-
tholics of his diocefe was worthy of a Chriftian bi-
ftop. He endeavoured to diffuade his fellow Citi¬
zens and neighbours from falling into the fame
errors, which had been fo fatal to their fathers ; and,
appealing to their reafon, convinced them that their
fituation was as advantageous as they could wifli it.
to be, and that it would be the height of imprudence
to engage in a dangerous caufe, to which neither in-
tereft did invite, nor " confcience did oblige them."

Reafon never fpeaks in vain ; the moft hardsned
are infenfibly foftened by its voice. The Inüi
F' ie fts, fenfible of the gentlenefs of the prefent admi-
niftration, co-operated with their Proteftant bretb.ren
to maintain order and tranquillity. Their palloral

letters,
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letters, public difcourfes from the pulpit, and private
admonitions, were equally diredted for the fervice
of govemment.

The ill-grounded apprehenfions of the friends to
the prefent fyftem were not lefs to be guarded
againft, than the enterprifes of its enemies. This
was by much the moft difficult taik •, but lord Chef-
terfield was equally fuccefsful in encouraging the
former and difarming the latter. Ey conftantly ap^
pearing to be afraid of nothing [31], he fpread an
univerfal belief that nothing was to be feared, and
by the ridicule he threw upon the violent meafures
which were propofed to him, he manifefted his defire
of abitaining from them tili there was real danger.

In the mean while, he neglecled no precautions,
and prepared himfelf for all events [32]. If the re-
bellion had reached Ireland, he had taken the refo-
lution of commanding the army in perfon. Though
he was himfelf no foldier, he believed that he could
aflift with his counfels thofe who were. In a converr
fation which he had with his chaplain, he told him
that he would never fubmit to the pretender's
government , but play with him double or quits.
This , he faicl, was an expreffion which he borrowed
from the earl of Devonfhire, in anfwer to a meflage
which he received at his feat in Derbyfhire from king
James II. upon the landing of the prince of Orange.
That unfortunate monarch was weak enough to
ofFer him, that if he would be his friend, he would
remit the fine of thirty thoufand pounds fterhng laid
on him for having ftruck a perfon within the verge
of the court.

The Proteftants in general gaye on this occafion
uncommon marks of zeal. All of them were not

equally
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equally acceptable. Some great raen applied for
leave to raife regiments ; but this propofal was re- ■
jedled by lord Chefterfield. He thought it bur-
thenfome to the ilate, ufelefs in point of fervice,
and only ealculated to promote private views. No
man hated a job , and defpifed jobbers , more than he.

On a very difFerent footing were the affociations
formed by the proteftants of difFerent provinces,
and efpeeially of thofe which might have been molt
expofed to mfurreötions from within, or attempts
from abroad. To be armed, and ready for de-
fence, could at no time be improper ; and thofe
who, fenfible of the Wenings they enjoyed under a
fettled government, put themfel\res in a condition
to fight for what is moft dear to men, their laws,
liberty, and religion, muft at all times be an over-
match againft private incendiaries or audacious in-
vaders. This laudable fpirit difplayed itfelf and
was encouraged in a particular manner in difFerent
parts of the kingdom. The county of Antrim alone
fumifhed upwards of thirty thoufand men ; and
the city of Dublin provided a regiment of horfe
militia confifting of fix thoufand men, three of foot
of two thoufand men each, befides feveral indepen-
dent companies, and a corps of three hundred men
volunteers[33].

As it was owing to the lord lieutenant's vigilance
and refolution that the French and Spaniards did
not attempt to land any troops in Ireland during
the time of the rebellion, it was likewife an efFecl
of his prudence and moderation that the horrors of
a civil war did not reach that country . Diftin&ions
of parties feerned to be abolifhed, and animofities
to be forgotten as well as prejudices and fufpic'tons,
Religion became what it ought to be, a bond of
union inftead of an inftrument of difcord , fuperfti-

tion
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1745. tl0n was enlightened , and fanaticifm difarmed.V-nr — Hence a phenomenon took place, not often beheld

in times of tranquillity. Proteftants and Roman
catholics, natives and ftrangers, well-wifhers and
enemies to the pretender , all alike influenced by the
example of their benevolent governor, indulged,
refpe&ed, and would have loved one another, if
he had continued a longer time among them.

It is the province of hiftory to perpetuate the
iranfactions of an adminiftration, which it will ever
be the intereft of future lord lieutenants to imdy
and to Imitate, Unprovided as we are with fuffici-
ent materials, we muft content ourfelves with men-
tioning a few detached fa€ts and general obferva-
tions, which have been tranfmitted to us [34].

Lord Chefterfield, on his arrival in Ireland, found
himfelf obftrufted in his defire of rewarding merk
and public fervices. The reverfion of places grant-
ed by his predeceffors to their friends left him but
little to beftow. He refolved not to give the fame
reafon of complaint to his fucceflbrs. He accord-
ingly never would grant any reverfion ; and even
refifted the folicitations of a perfon for whom he had
a particular regard ; being determined, as he told
one of his friends, to leave the kingdom with clean
hands in every refpecl.

He thought the only honeft and eftectual methods
to be employed with regard to Roman catholics,
were good ufage, fupperting the charity fchools,
and adhering öriftly to the gavel acl; [35], The
popifh religion and influence could not, he faid
[36], be fubdued by force, but might be undermin-
ed and deftroyed by art, Slight of hand was necef-
fary rather than a heavy. hand. He therefore wilhed

that
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that the law by which papifts are reftrained in Ire-
iand from purchafing land was annulled. Ey that
indulgence he believed that their money would bc
kept in the kingdom, the government would have
the ftrongeft pledge of their fidelity, and fooner or
later the eftates would revert to proteftants.

A public regifter of popifh priefts, with a limi-
tation of their number, had engaged his thoughts,
but he feared that it would be impoflible to get the
confent of parliament. He found that the raera-
bers were ftill too much blinded by prejudices of
feft-animofity to treat the fubjecl of popery with
temper and moderation. The late lord Clanbrazil
however, fome years afterwards, brought into the
houfe of lords a bill of the like nature ; but lord
Chefterfield's fufpicions were verified ; the bill was
firlt clogged with unjuft claufes, and afterwards re-
jedted.

Among the alterations which he propofed, that
which he had moft at heart was to difpenfe all pa¬
pifts from taking the oaths of fupremacy and abju-
ration, which no real papift could take ; but to
fubftitute to thefe the following folemn form of an
oath of allegiance.

" I A. E. duly confidering the facred nature of
" an oath, and the horrible crime of perjury, which
" by all religions in the world is juftly abhorred as a
" moft damnable fin, do moit fmcerely promife
" and fwear that I will be faithfül and bear true alle-
" giance to his majefty king George the fecond, fo
" help me that great and eternal God, who knows
" my inmoft thoughts, and whom I now moü fo-
" lemnly call upon to atteft the truth of them."
The perfon taking fuch an oath his lordfhip would
have obliged to recite it diftinclly and deliberately,

and
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1745. and not be allowed to mutter it over in the indeccnt
~^ ~-̂ J manner in whichoaths are generally taken [37].

If his lordfhip had returned to Ireland, he would
have ordered new barracks to be built in thofe parts
of the kingdom which are not amenable to the laws
of the country. By this provifion he wilhed to make
the inhabitants know that there is a God, a king,
and a government [38].

No perfon in fo high a ftation was ever more eafy
of accefs. His door was open generally from nine
in the morning to three in the afternoon, to any one
who requeiled an audience. Nobody appeared in
fear before him, none retired difcontented. His
manner of granting favors added to their value;
and his refufals were foftened with engaging marks
of concern. Where he eould redrefs, he did it
fpeedily, and was partieularly ready to affift the
weak againft the oppreffions of the ftrong [39].

Düring his lordfhip's refidence at Dublin , refpeft
for the dignity of his office as viceroy prevailed over
his natural propenfities as a man .—No Pharaoh ta¬
ble, or high gaming of any kind, was permitted at
the caftle ; he entirely abolifhed the perquifites of
the groom-porter, and, to make it up to an officer
on the half-pay who had the place, he procured a
penfion of fixty pounds for his daughter, and gave
his fon a commißion in the army.

One day at his levee he obferved an officer with
fears in his face. He found upon inquiry that he
was a captain on half-pay, and a perfon of good
characler. The fears, he likewife was informed,
were the honorable marks of wounds reeeived in his
majefty's fervice. A noblernan of his benevolence
wanted no further recommendation ; and the firft

opportunity
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opportunity that offered he gave a Company to that
brave man.

The pay of the officers of the yeomen of the
guards having been reprefented to him as infuffici-
ent, it was raifed at his folicitation. But no one had
fpoken to him in favor of the private men r whom
however he thought equally intitled to an augmen-
tation. One evening, as he returned to the caftle,
attended by fome of the yeomen, called in Dublin
battle axes, he told one of them, I fuppofe you have
heard that the pay of your officers has been raifed.
Why don't you apply to fome of your friends to
fpeak to me in your favor f" Upon their anfwering
that they had no friends, he aiked them, what do
you think of me ? I am fure you deferve an increafe
as well as your officers, and I will be your friend.
He accordingly foon afterwards raifed their pay.

He procured, unafked, the title of earl of Blef-
fington to lord vifcount Montjoy, in confequence of
the fteady attachment of that family to the proteft-
ant intereft. Lord Montjoy's lady, who was an
heirefs of a diftinguifhed family, and greatly attach-
ed to an only fon a moft promifing youth [40],
was very much furprifed when he complimented
her on that occafion. He likewife procured the
fame diftindtion for two other vifcounts, viz. for the
late lord Tyrone father to the prefent earl, and for
lord Grandifon.

Soon after lord Chefterfield's return from his firft
embafTy in Holland, Dr . Berkeley prefented him
with his Minute Philofopher, which was juft then
publifhed, and met with uncommon approbation,
His lordfhip efteemed the author ftill more than the
book; but no intimacy fubfifted between them.
When he came to Dublin, with the power as well
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as defire of rewarding merit, he embraced the firft
opportunity of fhewing his regard for fo refpeäable
a charatter, and accordingly made an offer to the
do&or of changing his bifhopric of Cloyne for that
of Clogher, which was of a much greater value.
This confideration had no influence upon a philofo-
pher, who had nothing little in his compofition. He
could not bear even the fufpicion of having been
bribed to write in favor of government, and there-
fore declined the exchange.

The moft diftinguilhed perfons in Ireland for their
talents and merit were thofe with whom lord Chef-
terfield was the moft intimate. He ufed chiefly to
confult the lord chancellor Jocelyn, Dr . Stone then
bifhop of Derry, and afterwards through his interpo-
iltion raifed to the primacy, Anthony Malone prime
ferjeant, Sir Richard Cox, lord chief juftice Single¬
ton afterwards mafter of the Rolls, Mr . Fofter now
lord chief baron, and efpecially Dr . Edward Synge
bifhop of Elphin. He entertained the higheft opi-
nion of Dr . Synge's integrity and abilities, and
from motives of regard for him promoted his bro-
ther from the archdeaconry of Dublin to the fee of
Killaloe. A perfon having told lord Chefterfield
that the public was at a lofs to know by what in-
tereft he had been made a bifhop, his anfwer was
becaufe he thought his brother the bifhop of Elphin
deferved two bifhoprics.

There was no oppofition raifed in either of the
houfes of parliament during lord Chefterfield's ad-
miniftration. A fmall flame only was kindled in
the houfe of commons juft before the clofe of the
feffion, which was foon extinguiihed. As this tri-
fling difpute had been raifed by the mafter of the

Rolls,
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Rolls, the lord lieutenant fent for him, and after 1746.
having heard what he had to Tay in vindication of ^
his condudt, " Malier," faid his excellency, " you
" muü do the king's bufinefs, or be turned out of
" your employment, and if you are, I fhall not do
" with you as they do in England , for you fhall
" never come in again as long as I have any pow-
" er." The mafter finding the lord lieutenant
fo peremptory, was glad to fubmit. If his poft had
become vacant during the time of his adminiftra-
tion, he intended to have procured it for Mr. An¬
thony Malone ; but to have obliged him to affift
the lord chancellor as the mafter of the rolls does
in England, vvhereas in Ireland the place is a
mere fine-cure.

Though compliments, and efpecialiy in verfe,
beftowed upon perfons in high ftations, are feldom
to be depended on, yet when they come from
different quarters, and particularly when they ex-
prefs the language of the heart, and remain uncon-
tradifted, even though nothing more is to be feared
or expefted from thofe to whom they are addreff-
ed, truth may be gathered from them. The Irifh
mufes were very fruitful in their produ6tions in
praife of lord Chefterfield while governor of Ireland,
as well as of the countefs [41] ; and, it would be
equally difficult to enumerate them, and to point
out the beft. One of the fhorteft may be feen in
the note [4.2] ; and, if I am not miftaken, the ode,
which was infcribed to his lordfhip on his receiving
the feals of fecretary of ftate in England, may not
be thought unworthy of the place which I have
given it in the appendix.

What has been faid of verfes holds equally good
rn regard to common dedications, the value of
which is exaclly in an inverfe ratio to what the

aüthors
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1746., authors receive or expedt for their panegyric,
—v-*-J The following addrefs, therefore, by the contrary

rule, may claim an exception. It came from Mr.
Prior, a geritleman who had an eftate of about
£ . 500 a year, and, what is preferable to any
eftate, a communicatiye difpofifion whhout anv-
felfim views. Lord Chefterfield ofFered him an em-
ployment , but he refufed it, faying that he 'wanted
nothing, and would not accept of any thing. As
he had every fcheme at heart, which he thought for
the advantage of his country, and was an intimate
friend of bifhop Berkeley, he caught his enthufiafm,
and became a public advocate in favor of tar-water.
To the narrative of cafes which he publifhed this
year, he prefixed a dedication to the lord lieutenant.
Sucha man might be miftaken in his opinion of me¬
diane , but could not be bribed in favor of any per-

fon ; and we may believe him, when he gives toa
nobleman whom he refufed for his patron, a head
to difcern, and a heart to apply ; when he holds
forth to pofterity his adminiftration as founded on a
thorough knowledge of the interefts of the country;
when he reprefents his management as equally ge¬
neralis of his own, and frugal of the public trea-
fure ; and, laftly, when he owns himfelf at a lofs
which to admire moft, the true policy or the probi-
ty of the governor.

The phyfico-hiftorical fociety, eftablifhed two
years before at Dublin, with a view to make inqui-
ries concerning the natural and civil hiftory of the
diflferent cöunties in Ireland, in order to perpetuate
their antiquities, and to introduce ufeful improve-
ments, confulted their own interefts as well as the
public voice in elefting their new governor for their
prefident . He became their patron, encouraged
their purfuits, and received this year the firft fruits
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of their labours in the defcription of the antient and 1746.
prefeiit ftate of the county and town of Waterford , ~v'^
which was dedicated to liim by Mr. Charles Smith
the author. " The traft now offered to your lörd-
" fliip," fays the dedicator, " though buta defcrip-
" tion of a remote corner of the kingdom, may af-
" ford fome idea of the country, which, under your
" excellency's prudent adrniniftration, has the hap-
" pinefs to enjoy a ferenity at prefent unknown to
" the greateft part of Europe ; and it is not doubt-
" ed, but that, under your influence, fhe will be-
" come every day more and more an additional in-
" creafe of ftrength and honor to the neighbouring
" kingdom, which has fo long nourifhed and pro-" teäed her."

That thefe were the fentiments and expettations
of the whole nation, appears from the warm expref-
fions of all the public bodies, on the lord lieutenant's
preparing for his return to England, but efpecially
from the filence of envy, both at )hat time and ever
after. To be as much regretted when he quitted
his employment as he had been extolled when he
entered upon it, isa glory fingularly attached to the
earl of Chefterfield, whofe name Hill continues dear
to that grateful and refpedtable people. His buft
placed in the caftle does him the greater honor, as
it was fixed with public acclamations, and out of
part of the favings of the public money.

Truly fenfible of the nation's efteem, and confci-
ous that he defervedit,he took his leave of their repre-
fentatives in parliament, in a fpeech equally well ex-
prelfed and received as that which he made on their
firft meeting. Happy the man, who, fpeaking of
himfelf, is fure that the voice of the public will bethe echo of his own.

Upon
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1746- Upon Iiis leaving the country, he defired the lord
y""""J chancellor , the bifhop of Elphin, and the lord chief

juftice , to confider of any laws that might be for the
advantage of the kingdom, and to have them rea-
dy againft bis return.

Unfortunately for Ireland, that event never hap-
pened . Perfons of all ranks, denominations, and
religions, followed him with his lady to the water-
fide, to which he walked, and from which he pullicly
embarked . The bifhop of Waterford , who was
prefent at this pleafmg but melancholy proceffion,
expreffes in the moft feeling manner the univerfal
acclamations of the people, who praifed him, bleffed
him, and intreated him to return . But that return
became perhaps lefs neceffary, as the complete vic-
tory, which providence was pleafed to grant to the
Britifh army under the command of his royal high-
nefs the duke of Cumberland [43] at the battle of
Culloden, put a moft happy end to the rebellion,
and reftored quiet to both. iflands. Yet to a man of
lord Chefterfield's humanity , the fcenes which al-
ways attend a rebellion muft have been particularly
diftrefling.

The affairs of the continent were far from having
been amended by the diverfion in Scotland ; and
the new miniftry, though mafters of a fuperior inte-
reft in parliament, by no means enjoyed the confi-
dence of their fovereign. So little indeed was he la-
tisfied with their managementj that he had attempt-
ed to recall the difmiifed minifter, now become eari
of Granvilie, of whofe fpirk and abilities in Continen¬
tal affairs he entertained a much higher opinion than
öf thpfe of his ii\ra,ls. The earl fpoke the king;s
own language, and had done more for ths elec-
torate than even his predeceffor Walpole . But
thofe who had turned him out before were
ftill againft him, and by threatening to refign
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alltogether, obliged their mafter to part with bis 1746.
minifter, who kept the feals only three days [44]. —̂v—-

Before we confider the fhare whieh lord Chefter-
field had in the adminiftration, and take a view of
him as a ftatefman, after having attended him as a
negotiator and a governor, let us be permitted to
obferve him in the ftill more interefting characf er of
a father. Not having the happinefs of being bleffed
with a legitimate offspring, he had transferred all
his affeftions upon the natural fon before-mention-
ed, and endeavoured to render him worthy of the
name of Stanhope. While ftill a child, the care of
inftilling into his mind the rudiments of learning
and the principles of morality had been committed
to a French clergyman belonging to the fame cha^
pel, which his own preceptor had enjoyed [45].
That clergyman's gentlenefs of manners, and en-
larged way of thinking , highly qualified him for
fucha truft. The famous Mr. Maittaire was at the
fame time employed in teaching him Latin. Fiom
thefe two mafters every thing could be expecfed
except the graces. Thefe are not frequently found
at Weftminfter fchool, where young Stanhope was
fent by his father, and where he acquired a great
fund of clalfical erudition. All this time we behold
with pleafure his fond parent , amidft his important
funftions at Dublin, keeping up a conftant corre-
lpondence with him, exciting his induftry, enjoy-
ing his fuccefs, and mixing pleafantry with the moSt
endearing admonitions. " As lbon as I return to
" England, fays he in one of his letters [46], there
" is a book that I (hall read over very carefully, ä
" book that I publifhed not quite fourteen years
" ago : it is a fmall quarto, and though I fay it
" myfelf, there is fomething good in it, but at the
" fame time it is incorrecl:, and fo inaccurate that

Vol . I. M " I muft
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1746- u I rauft have a better edition of it publifhed,.whicri'— " I will carefully revife and correct. It will foon be

" much more generally read than it has been yet,
" and therefore it ig neceflary thät it fhould proäreu in lucetn multo emendatior."

Had lord Chefterfietd propofed to himfelf no other
view than to make Iiis fon fit for the middle, and
perhaps the more happy ftation of life, his fuccefs
would have been complete. But he wifhed to qua-
lify him for a more fhining fituation, or, to hazard
his own expreflion, to raife him upon a higher pe-
deftal than his figure would bear. The fcience of
the world is füll as necefTary as that of books for
fuch a fituation, and the young man, though not
imfävourably treated by nature, required the aflift-
ance of art. The penetrating eye of his father foon
difcovered to him his fon's deficiencies, and he im-
mediately refolved to feek abroad for the rernedy,
which he defpaired of finding at home. His view
Was to uröte what he never had met with before, in
any one individual, the folid 1-earning of his own
nation, and the eafe, manners, and graces, which
he thought were to be found no where but in France
[47]. The war did not permit him to "fend Mr.
Stanhope immediateiy to that great fchool of pc-
litenefs, and he wifhed to prepare him gradually for
thofe regions of tafte, by making him fpend a few
years in Germany and Italy. To preferve the in-
tegrity of hi-s heart untainted, and to cultivate his
mind, he put him under the care of Mr. Harte, 3
gentleman of Oxford [48], who had been recom-
mendedto him by his friend lord Lyttelton . That
gentleman certainly had none of the amiable con-
necling qualifications, which the eari wifhed in hi&
fon. But this was not all ; as neither the tafte, pro-
feflion,. nor indeed perfon of this new guide, would

güow
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allow him to attend his pupil in polite Company, i746-
he too often, efpecially in Italy, trufted him to his
young countrymen, who made him acquainted with
the worft. We have reafon to fufpeft that Mr.
Harte's partiality to Greek, Latin, German law,
and Gothic erudition, rendered him rather remifs
in other points. Whoever will take the trouble of
tracing the different fteps of Mr. Stanhope's educa-
tion, will perceive that this fundamental error in
the plan was the fource of all the future miftakes in
his condudt The graces efcaped, and fome at leaft '
of the virtues were loft.

A fevere fit of illnefs obliged lord Chefterfield to
have recourfe to the faculty, the profeffbrs of which
he alternately trufted and abufed [49]. Thanks
however, to them, and the Bath waters, he was
foon reftored to health.

The important fervices which his lordfhip had
performed, both in Holland and Ireland, had in a
great meafure removed his majefty's prejudices
againft him ; and the friend of his youth was likely
to recover his former afcendency over him. The
pleafures of private and focial life are feldom known
to kings. If any perfon could have infpired the
tafte of them to the monarch, it would certainly
have been a nobleman, not more diitinguifhed by
the brilliancy of his converfation, than by the en-
gaging fweetnefs of his manners. Äfliduous in pay-
ing his court at thofe hours when kings may fome-
times lay afide majefty and remember they are men,
and ready to feize any opportunity to divert and to
pleafe, he fometimes fucceeded in unbending the
brow of his mafter, and feducing him into a laugh
[50] ; an art of greater importance than is com-
monly imagined.

M 2 It
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It is therefore by no means furprizing that the fo-
vereign fhould have wifhed to draw near to bis per-
fon the poffeffor of that art, and it would be rnore fo
that the old-and prime minifter, as jealous of Iiis
power as a lover is of his miftrefs, fhould have con-
fented to fee him fo near the beloved objedt. But
the fear of another favorite Hill within call [51],
made him confent to fubftitute the only man who
could counterbalance a more unpopulär but more
dangerous rival.

Lord Harrington [52], fecretary of ftate for the
riorthern department , as the duke of Newcaftle was
for the fouthern, had long feit the inequality of this
affociation. Convinced of the ruinous tendency of
a land war under the prefent circumftances, he re-
fufed to ferve any longer with a colleague, who had
veered from peace to war [53], and kept him out
of the fecrets of his office. It may be doubted whe-
ther he wifhed that his refignation fhould be ac-
cepted [54], but the king took him at his word,
and preffed lord Chefterfield to accept of the fealsm
a manner which made a refüfal impoffible, even if
he had had no fecret view of preparing his fon for
the fame office[55]. Lord Harrington was appoint-
ed to fucceed him in the government of Ireland.

Thus was lord Chefterfield transferred from a
poft, where he enjoyed eafe, dignity, and profit [56]..
to one attended with great difficulties, and in the
prefent circumftances with danger . His inducement
to accept of this poft was noble : it was the motive
of a good Citizen, the hope of ferving his country,
and of faving a neighbouring fmking nation.

The ftate of the United Provinces was indeed
critical. Their barrier was pulled down, their fron-
tier laid open, their enemy preparing to overrurt

their
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their coimtry, their rulers divided, and their people ^ 1746'
more and more difiatisfied with them. A congrefs
for a peace had been aflembled at Breda, but from
the difficulties, which arofe among the plenipotenti-
aries, it was apparent that an accommodation was
at that time by no means defired by the Britifh and
Imperial courts.

Vigorous meafures might have been expetted to
be purfued by thofe who fhewed fo little inclination
to peace-, vigor howeverwas not to be expected from
them. The queen of Hungary , for want of an early
remittance of fupplies, could not fend the troops fti-
pulated for in time ; the Bavarians, too late engaged,
arrived itill later, and prince Cliarles of Lorrain, tha
Commander in chief, was expofed at Raucoux to the
attackof an enemy, who, by the fuperiority of num-
bers, knew how to fecure vi&ory [57].

Under thefe unfavorable circumftances, the news
of lord Chefterfield's having accepted the feals was
received by the States-General with the higheft fa-
tisfacüon. He had conftantly fhewn himfelf the
friend of the republic ; and though attached to the
interefts of the prince of Orange, was by no means
defirous of protrafting the war, in order to accele-
rate his elevation. This rendered the ariftocratic
party, which ffill held the rudder, equally happy in
the hopes that the concüiatory talents of the new
fecretary would be exerted in procuring a peace,
upon which'alone their country's fafety, as well as
their own, depended. I have before me a letter
from their principal minifter at the Conferences at
Breda to his lordfhip, which expreffed the ftate of
the republic and his reliance on the earl's efforts to
fave it, in fo ftrong a manner, that I hope the ex-
trafts from it, which I fhall infert in a note, will not
be unacceptable to my readers [58] .

The
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The plan of the next campaign had been fettledbefore lord Chefterfield came into the adminiftration.

The expedtations that were entertained of its fuccefs
were alledged as reafons not to liften to the terms of
accommodation repeatedly offered by France. The
ariftocratic party in Holland fent over baron Boetze-
laer, to inforce thefe propofals ; but he could not
prevail over the enthufiaftic fpirit of the times. His
royal highnefs the duke of Cumberland was to take
the field early with an army of one hundred and
forty thoufand men, fuperior by twenty thoufandto the utmoft force the French could collect. The
new fecretary of ftate was, much againft his will,
hurried away by the torrent into the very meafure
which he had moft oppofed. But he did not fail to
proteft againft it i and was aflured, that if this efFort
did not prove effeftual it fhould be the laft, and
the next offers which France or Spain might make,
fhould be forthwith accepted [59] .

Lord Chefterfield, however, was foon convinced
that it would be very difficult to fucceed in his great
objeft . His colleague left him fcarce a fhadow of
power. The difpofal of every place, the fecret
correfpondences abroad, the defertion of thofe
friends whom himfelf had introduced, all confpiredto convince him, " that all his art and addrefs,
" though diverfified into a greater variety of fhapes
" and colours than the Proteus of the poets was fup-
" pofed capable of alfuming [60] , would ftill be
f* infufficient to get the better of royal prejudices
" and minifterial verfatility."

But if his hands were to be tied, he was refolved
to preferve the ufe of his eyes. He availed himfelf
of the king's perfonal regard, and of his credit
with Mr. Pelham, to procure the nomination of a
reüdent at the Hague in whom he could confide.

This
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This gentleman was Mr. Dayrolles, whom we have 1747-
mentioned before [61]. From that intelligent and
faithful minifter's informations lord Chefierfield was
foon convinced of what he previoufly lufpecled, that
the bad management of the war wfcs ät leäft eqtiäl
the obftinacy with which it was continued.

In one particular the event feemed to anfwer the
promifes of the minifter. The national forces firft
took the field. They were made to quit their win-
ter quarters before the end of March, and were en-
camped by the middle of the following month. As
the fpring advanced, the year itfelf was not fo for-
ward as the expeclations raifed at home of their ex-
ploits. Unhappily the magazines had been fo much
negle&ed, that inftead of fnatching fome confidera-
ble advantage, the troops were forced to reft upon
their arms for fix weeks together, making war
againft the elements. This bravado, as well as the
vain attempt upon Antwerp, were treated with a
mortifying contempt by marfhal Saxe ; who, calm
and unmoved in his cantonments, faid, " when rny
" antagonift has fufficiently weakened his army, I
" will convince him, that the firft duty of a general
" is to provide for its prefervation [62]."

He ftri&ly kept his word ; and while his enemies
were hovering about in marches and counter-march-
es, detachments from his army, under Lowendahl
and Contades, made an irruption into Dutch Flan-
ders, took, almoft without refiftance, the .moft im-
portant fortreffes, and fubdued the whole province
in lefs than a month.

This ftep, it muft be owned, was more a proof
of fuperior generalfhip than of wife politics. In¬
ftead of forcing the Dutch to conclude a feparate
peace, and throw themfelves into the hands of

France,
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France, the people were roufed into Indignation and
fury. The magiftrates of the towns, "whom they
accufed of treachery [63], were difcarded; a ftadt-
liolder was tumultuoufly forced upon the States,
and the revolution, in favor of the prince of Orange,
was the work of a few days.

This event changed the face of affairs, and threw
a fudden damp upon the proje&s of the enemy.
If a rafh engagement had been avoided, agreeably
to the wifhes of the new ftadtholder [65], if the ac-
tion of Laufelt had proved fortunate, or even if a
fenfible ufe had been made of that defeat, this cam-
paign would have been the laft, and lord Chefter-
field would have had the fatisfa&ion of contributing
to the re-eftablifhment of the peace on a folid and
lalting bafis [66].

It is well known, that in the evening of that day
in which the gallant general Ligonier rifked his life
and loft his liberty to fave both the army and his
royal general, the French king, to whom he was pre-
fented, received him with all the regard due to Iiis
rank and merit. He afked him [67] in a moft con-
defcending ftyle and manner, when he might hope
to obtain peace from his fovereign, and ordered his
generalsto enter into Conference with him upon the
fubjeft . The terms propofed were by no means
diftated by an enemy flufhed with fuccefs and the
fpirit of conqueft : they were moderate, and more
favorable than thofe that were aeeepted at Aix-la-
Chapelle. But the new minifters in Holland, and
the cabinet at St. James 's, thought proper, notwith-
ftanding lord Chefterfield's intreaties, to refer the ar-
ticles to the congrels, for the fame reafon, fays his
apologift, that myfterious points of faith are referred
to general Councils, to be frittered away in fquab-
bles without end.

The
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The ftadtholder's cabinet was divided. The mo- 1747.
derate wifhed that his eftablifhment might be the -̂̂ ^
work of leifure and tranquillity ; the more zealous
were defirous to avail themfelves of the prefent fer-
ment, fears, and diftrefs, to increafe his power.
Tins laft party prevailed. To fpirit up our minif-
ters, and impede the opening of the congrefs, count
Bentinck and his brother were deputed to London.
The ftate of their country did not feem to alarm
them; they were fanguine in their hopes, and lavifh
in their offers. Neither did the fiege of Bergen-op-
zoom, or the unaccountable taking of it, alter their
fentiments, or at leaft their expreffions. It feems
doubtful, whether the lofs of that important fortrefs
was not much and purpofely over-rated by the
anti-republican party, as it furnifhed a pretence for
fettling of the ftadtholderfhip in the female line of
the Orange family, for taking from the magiftrates
the difpofal of city employments, and for annexing
to the State the revenue of the pofts, which hitl:{:rto
had been in private hands.

Lord Cheilerfield's pacific difpofitionswere fo well
known [68], that the deputies did not chufe to ex-
plain themfelves with him about the real objedt of
their miflion. Zealous as he was for the reftoration
of the ftadtholder to the dignity of his anceftors,
he thought the decifive moment had been loft, and
that the mifcarriages of the ftate might bring on a
new revolution lefs to his advantage than the former.
The prince's authority feemed to him fufBciently
eftablifhed if peace were once made. He conceiv-
ed, that in that cafe the ftadtholder would have in-
fluence enough to carry any conftitutional point,
that no wife prince ought to wifh for more, and that
a further increafe of power ought not to be fought
for at the hazard of ruining the ftate. The fate

both.
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both of the republic aad of Great Britain, he faid,
was now at ftake, and he faw no profpeft of either
better cards or better play next year, than the minif-
ters had had in this [60].

Among the reafons which prudent people had to
be alarmed at the prefent fituation of the Dutch, the
low ftate of their fmances was not the leaft. Hol¬
land alone was fuppofed to be indebted about forty
millions fterling, a prodigious fum for fo fmalla
country . The decay of the commerce and rnanu-
faclures, together with the difcouragement of the in-
habitants, the high taxes, and the mode of levying
them, afforded but an indifferent profpect for raif¬
ing fuch fums as might be required for the defence
of the ftate. The extraordinary demand for mo-
ney, however, pointed out an extraordinary mode
of taxation. This was called a free gift ; but might
rather be termed a contribution laid upon the inha-
bitants, in proportion to their fortunes. Thofe who
poffelfed two hundred pounds 01 upwards were rat-
ed at two per cent. of their eitate ; one per cent. was
expecled from thofe who were worth between one
and two hundred ; and the poorer fort were left at
liberty to give what they pleafed, provided they
gave fomething. Every one was ordered to come
to the ßadlhouß, and bring with him the amount of
what he was to pay, in cafh, notes, or plate, and af-
ter taking an oath that he had made the eftimation
of his eftate to the beft of his knowledge, he threw,
without being feen, what he had brought into a
locked trank , through a flit provided for the pur-
pofe. This mode of taxation firft took place in
Holland , but was afterwards adopted by the other
provinces, and even extended to the Dutch colo-
nies in the Eaft and Weit Indies [70] .
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Lord Chefterfield, who, it muft be owned, was 1747-

rather inclined to defpondency on many occafions, <——*/—
entertaineda very indifferent opinion of this method
of raifinga fupply. He did not think that the pro-
duce would any way be equal to the expectations of
the ftate, and much lefs to its wants ^ i ]. In this
laß:article he certainly was right ; but he underva-
lued the readinefs of the Dutch to throw in their
mite for the prefervation of their country, and their
honefty in doing it faithfully. There never was any
fulpicion but that the oath was as confcientioufly
obfervedas itwas chearfully taken [72] ; and though
the whole produce has never been known, it cer¬
tainly amounted to a very confiderable fum, and
was by fome conjeclured to have been no lefs thari
five millions'fterling.

The money thus colle&ed was intended in part
to pay for the troops that were to be employed next
year. A rnoft extraordinary army was to be form-
ed, confifting of 132,000 men ; viz . Auftrians
66,000 in Britifh pay, and as many at the expence
of the Dutch. Experience, however, had fo well
convinced lord Chefterfield of the fallacy of the ac-
counts for the preceding years, that he by no means
trufted to this. He forefaw that the greater part of
thefe troops would never reach the feene of action ;
or at leaft that they would not come tili the French
had ftricken another, and perhaps a decifive, blow,

The only meafure that the earl approved of,
was the negociation with Ruffiä ; but this mea¬
fure, to have had its effect, fhould have been
concluded long before the end of the year. The
beft part of it, on the contrary, was confumed
in altercations with the Dutch about their pro-
portion of the charge ; and when they, at the infti-
gation of the prince of Orange, had confented to the

terms
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terms propofed in England , and appeared prefiing
to have the treaty concluded, the Britifh cabinet
were ftül undetermined, and did not conclude tilithe middle of November . Neither could lord
Chefterfield prevail to häve thefe troops conveyed by
fea, which would have been a great faving both of
the expence and time. They began a tedious march
of two thoufand leagues in the winter, and, with
the utmoft diligence, could not poflibly have ar-
rived tili the campaign was over.

This negociation, however, greatly alarmed the
French. Their defeats atfea , the deftrucYion of their
naval ftrength, the decay of their manufadtures and
commerce, the diftrefs and danger of their colonies,
the mifery which began to rage in the internal parts
of the kingdom, induced them to wifh to terminate
a war which, however glorious, was much more
detrimental to them than to their enemies [73].
The terms were fhort ; nothing for France, and
very little for their allies [74]. Our earl did not
fail to ufe his endeavours to induce his colleagues not
to let flip this opportunity. He infifted, " that they
" were never to hope for better terms ; that, though
" Holland lhould at laft incline to co-operate in ear-" neft, they had demurred tili this nation was ex-
" haufted ; that, for his part , he had undertaken
" to affift in carrying on the war only for one cam-
" paign, or tili either France or Spain fhould be" brought to reafon; and that he would take care to
" be no longer anfwerable for the iffue of a mea-
" fure which he had never approved." The anfwer
was, " that a feparate peace with Spain was not to" be wiihed ; and that, if jthe two crowns were once
" feparated, the breach-would never be clofed ; and
" that a midifter's condutt ought not to regard
u montlis and feflions, but all futurity [75]." A noble

languags
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language if it had been properly fupported ; but ill
fuited to a leader without plan either for peace or
war, and, as our noble lord expreffed it, always at
the top or bottom of the houfe, and never in the
middle floor.

A feparate negociation with Spain had in truth
been carried on for fome time ; but with the fame
want of defign,expedition,and perfeverance. Nothing
.could be more favourable than the prefent circum-
ftance. The French king of Spain was dead ; the
queen had loft her influence, and the new monarch,
who was not her fon, feemed inclined to give peace
to his country. The marquis de Tabernega , a Spa-
njfli nobleman exiled from his country, though a
fort of favorite with the prefent king, having taken
up his refidence at London, affumed to himfelf the
conduft of this negociation. He amufed the mi-
nifters with vain hopes, and was himfelf amufed with
infignificant informations from his country . This
reciprocal amufement became more ferious, when
Mr. Wall [76], an Irifh gentleman, employed as
major general in the Spanifh fervice, came over fur-
nifhed with proper powers to open a treaty . He
was defired to confer upon that matter with the mar¬
quis, and it was a remarkable circumftance that as
a Britifh-born fubjedl was employed to negociate
the interefts of Spain at the Britifh court, a native
Spaniard was employed by that court to negociate
the intereft of Great Britain. Their Conferences were
fruitlefs, and thofe who knew the afcendency which

' the Sardinian minifter had acquired, were not fur-
prifed that no conditions could be accepted, but with
his and his mafter's approbation [77].

Then it was that lord Chefterfield, having at-
tempted in vain by a mafterly memorial, in which he
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painted in true colours the ftate of Europe and of his
own country, to open the eyes of the Council, and
finding that he could engage but one of the mem-
bers to fide with him, thought fit to retire. He had
given hints of this defign in feveral letters to his in-
timate friend Mr. Dayrolles ; but did not declare to
him before the 2Öth of January his final refolulion,
which he executed on the 6th of the following month,

Düring this interval, it ftill feil to his lot to do fer-
vice to his country : for though the power was
lodged in other hands, the adlive part of office,at leaft
that which required parts and dexterity , was com-
monly left to him. In the beginning of the year, he
anfwered an artful memorial, given in by the Pruffian
minifter in the name of his mafter, to claim for his
fiag and fhips an exemption of fearch and other Pri¬
vileges, granted to particular powers, but never by
treaty to that of Pruffia. Lord Chefterfield's reply
united all the precifion of argument , and firmnefs
for the honor of the crown, to the perfonal regard
which he thought due to the Pruffian monarch, and
always expreffed for him. He was the advifer of
the new efforts that were made to induce that prince
to take part with his natural ällies; and his laft work
was to draw up the inftruclions, which were given
to Mr. Legge , who on the fecond of February was
appointed envoy to the court of Berlin[78].

The audience which lord Cheüerfield had of his
majefty on refigning the feals, pafTed in a very dif
ferent way from that which he had four years before
when he took leave on fetting out for his embaffy.
The king urged him to retain his office, and expreffedhis fatisfa&ion of the manner in which he had filled
it. His lordfhip's anfwer was, that he found he could
be but an ufelefs fervant, and that his honor and

confcience
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confcience did not permit him to continue in a poft, 1748-
in which he had not been fuffered to do any one fer- <——/■*—'
vice to any one man ■, and in which his mafter him-
felf was not at liberty to diftinguifh thofe who had
his fervice moft at heart. The monarch was not of-
fended at this freedom. He even offered to give
him perfonal marks of his fatisfaclion either by a
penfion or the title of duke. Thefe offers were de-
clined, and only one of the places at the board of
admiralty for his brother John Stanhope accepted
[79]. In return he begged leave to alfure his ma-
jefty, that though he ceafed now to be in his imme-
diate fervice, he would never ceafe to give him
proofs of his refpectful attachment, and, referving
to himfelf the liberty of giving his vote on national
points as his reafon fhould direcT. him, he would
keep himfelf entirely clear of cabals and oppofition.
Thepart, he added, I mall take upon any queftion,
fhall only be known in parliament. The fituation
of the fubject at that inffant appears more to be en-
vied, than that of the monarch.

Having thus condudted the earl to the period of
his retreat, we fhould here clofe this fection ; but as
the meafures confequent upon his refignation evi-
dently proved both the propriety of that fiep, and
the juftnefs of his Iordfhip's prediclions, it may not
be thought improper to extend this part to the con-
clufion of the peace.

The neceflity of making one on the beft terms foon
appeared, by the unprovided condition in which the
ftates were left. One of the prince of Orange 's
minifters, who lall year had been fo fanguine in re-
prefenting that the republic was in no danger, now
came over on purpofe to contradift the former re-
ports. He owned that it was impoffible the repub-
Ec fliould withftand the effbrts of their enemy with-

out
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1748. out extraordinary aßiftance, and Marfhal Saxe made

*•— ' that circumftan .ee ftill more evident by bis unex-
pecled enterprifeon Maeftricht. The king, finding
the language of his alües fo materially and fo fud-
denly altered, could not help faying, Cheßerfield toli
me fix months ago that it voould befo [80].

If our earl's prophecies ihewed the neceflity of 3
peace, his refignation at laft infpired his former col-
leagne and his fucceffor the duke of Bedford with
the defire of aeeepting it. Three days only after
his refignation, the Britifh plenipotentiary, whohad
been fent to Aix-Ia-chapelle with Orders to proeraf-

• tinate, reeeived new inftrucüons to lofe np time in
figning the preliminary articles.

It was a very fortunate circumftance tliat his moft
Chriftian majefty ftill continued in his paeifie difpofi-

- tions. The confideration of the diftreffed ftate of
his kingdom, coneurred with his love of eafe to make
him v/eary of war. His minifters aecommodated
their politics to his wifhes ; and as they did not
much rife in their demands, the Englifh ambaf-
fador feized the critical tnftant, and reftored peace te
Europe.

This fortunate event faved one ftate from deftruc-
tion, the other perhaps from bankruptey . It maift-
tained the ftadtholder in his dignity, and fecured
fome minifters from the confequences of their delu-
fion. Let me add, that it likewife exempted our
earl from figning articles fomewhat lefs advantage-
ous than thofe he would have obtained the year be-
fore, and from fetting his name to the only igno-
minious circumftance with which the treaty was
laden.
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