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%6z REMARKS ON THE LIFE
that opinion ; we may compound therefore to lofe fatyr
and raillery , when we gain humanity and tendernefs in
their Head: yet, even in fame of his highefl: fcenes of
benevolence, his expreffions are delivered in fuch a man¬
ner , as tofecm rather the efFecls of haughtinefs than of
good-nature : but you muft never look upon him as a
traveller in the common road. He muft be viewed by a
camera'obfcurathat turns all objedls the contrary way.
When he appears moil angry, he is moft pleafed b; when
molt humble, he is moft affuming c. Such was the man,
and in fuch variegated colours muft he be painted.

The letters from Lord Bolingbroke , which are in-
ferted in this collection, are written with an elegance and
politenefs that diflinguiOl them from all the reft. We fee1
they were not intended for. the prefs; but how valuable
are the moft carelefs ftrokes of fuch a pen ?

Gay ' s letters have nothing in them ftriking or re¬
commendatory . His fentiments are thofe of an honeft,
indolent, good-natured man.. He loved Swift toade-
gre'e of veneration : and the friendfnip was returned with-
great flncerity. Swift writes to him in the fame ftrain
as he would have written-to a fan and feems todiflm-
gnifh him as the correfpondent to whom he has not the
leaft grain of referve. In the feveral accounts which he
gLves of his fituation at Dublin, and the idle manner of

b Sec his letters to GaYj .and to the Duchefs of Shieenf-
hovough, in Vol . VII.

c See his letter to Lord Palmerston , Vol . VIIL
rPage 373- hi
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