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LETTER XIX.
THE feventh volume contains Swift 's epiftolary

correfpondence, from the year 1714 to the year
1737, and, as it is an acknowledged obfervation, that
no part of an author 's writings give a greater infight
into his natural difpofition than his letters, (efpeciuliy
ivhcn written with freedom and fmcerity) I Avail en¬
deavour to point out to you, fuch circumftances in
Swift 's epiftles, and in the anfwers of his friends,
as may afford you materials to form your own conjec¬
tures upon the different characters not only of ths
Dean, but of his correfpondents . From preceding let¬
ters, you are probably become acquainted with Dr.
Swift , but the manners and opinions of thofe per-
fons with whom he correfponded, are in every refpc&
fo blended with his own, as not to be eafily feparated,
and in fuch a kind of united view, they will mutually
refieft light upon each other.

To a young man juft entering into the world as you
Me, the fubjefi may prove of particular importance,
as it may guide him not only in the choice of his cor¬
refpondents, but in his manner of writing to them.

The freedom of the prefs is to be watched and de«
fended with the moft jealous eye. It is one of the
chief articles of that g &tSrCkarterof liberty to which

the
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