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LETTER XIX.
THE feventh volume contains Swift 's epiftolary

correfpondence, from the year 1714 to the year
1737, and, as it is an acknowledged obfervation, that
no part of an author 's writings give a greater infight
into his natural difpofition than his letters, (efpeciuliy
ivhcn written with freedom and fmcerity) I Avail en¬
deavour to point out to you, fuch circumftances in
Swift 's epiftles, and in the anfwers of his friends,
as may afford you materials to form your own conjec¬
tures upon the different characters not only of ths
Dean, but of his correfpondents . From preceding let¬
ters, you are probably become acquainted with Dr.
Swift , but the manners and opinions of thofe per-
fons with whom he correfponded, are in every refpc&
fo blended with his own, as not to be eafily feparated,
and in fuch a kind of united view, they will mutually
refieft light upon each other.

To a young man juft entering into the world as you
Me, the fubjefi may prove of particular importance,
as it may guide him not only in the choice of his cor¬
refpondents, but in his manner of writing to them.

The freedom of the prefs is to be watched and de«
fended with the moft jealous eye. It is one of the
chief articles of that g &tSrCkarterof liberty to which

the



144 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
the people of England are entitled : but as no human
Inftitution can be perfeft , even this branch of liberty
Las its excrefcences that might be pruned . I mean
particularly that licenfe which of late has too much
prevailed of publiihing epiftolary correfpondences.
Such a falhion, for I know not what elfe to call it, is
extremely pernicious . At prefent , it fatisfies the cu-
riofity of the public ; but for the future, it will tend
to reftrain that unfufpicious opennefs, which is the
principal delight of writing to our friends. I am forry
to fay by experience, that the letters which contain
the moil fmcere, and perhaps hafty obfervations upon
perfons, times, and circumftances, are often referved
as treafures, and hoarded up, as mifers hoard gold;
like which, they lie concealed in cabinets and ftrong
boxes for fome time, till chancing to fall into the
hands of an extravagant heir , or an injudicious exe¬
cutor , they are not only brought into light , but dif-
perfed and expofed, fo as to become the property of
the whole world . Let me advife you therefore, my
Hamilton , when you give your opinion upon any

. important fubject, to confider it well, before you com¬
mit your thoughts to paper . Exprefs yourfelf with
diffidence. Preferve a prudent reftraint over the fel¬
lies of wit and humour : and be cautious in all decla¬
rations of friendfhip ; as the very common offers of
civility, are too often explained into undefigned en¬
gagements.

I own, Ham , I find myfelf under no fmall difficulty
in difcuffing this volume of Swift 's letters. General

criti-
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criticifms will be attended with obfcurity : and it would
be tedious to confider them in their exaft order . I
lhall endeavour therefore, to take a review only of
what feems to deferve your attention . Let us begin
With the letters that paffed between Dr . Swift and
Mr. Pope . The .correfpondence had commenced in a
Very early part of Mr . Pope 's life, and was carried
■on with fcarce any interruption from the death of the
Queen. If we may judge of Mr . Pope from his
works, his chief aim was to be efteemed a man of vir¬
tue. His letters are written in that ftyle. His laft vo¬
lumes are all of the moral kind . He has avoided
trifles, and confequently has efcaped a rock which has
proved very injurious to Swift 's reputation . He has
given his imagination full fcope, and yet has preferv-
ed a perpetual guard upon his conduft . The conftitu-
fion of his body and mind might early incline him to
habits of caution andreferve . The treatment which
he met afterwards from an innumerable tribe of ad-
verfaries, confirmed thofe habits, and made him flower
than the Dean in pronouncing his judgement upon per-
fons and things. His profe writings are iitde Iefs har¬
monious than his verfe : and his voice in common,
converfation was fo naturally mufical, that I remem-
ber'honeft Tom Southerne ufed always to call him
The little nightingale. His manners were delicate,
eafy, and engaging : and he treated his friends with
a politenefs that charmed, and a generofity that was
much to his honour . Every gueft was made happy
within his doors. Pleafure dwelt under his roof, and

h elegance
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elegance prefideil at bis table . Dr . Swift was of -*
different difpofition : To his domeftics be was paf*
fionate and churlilh : to bis equals and foperiors rather
an entertaining than a de& able campanion . He told
a ftory in an admirable manner : his fentences werg
fhort, and perfpicuous, bis obfervations were piercing.
He had feefi- the great world, and bad profited much
by his experience . He bad not the leaft trndhire of
tanity in bis converfation . He was perhaps , as he
faid himfelf , too proud to be vain. When be waf
polite , it was in a manner entirely bis own. In his
friendmips be was conftanf arid nndifgulfed. He was
the Tame in bis etamitiesv He generally fpoke as he
bought in all companies a'rfd at all times. I remem¬
ber to have beard , that he dined once at a Lord
Mayor 's feaft in Dublin, and was attacked,- and teized
"by an opulent , boifterbus, balf -intoxicated 'Squire, wh&
happened to fit next him : he bore trie aukward railery
for fome time, and then (m a fuddefi called cut in x
loud voice to the Mayor , " My Lord, here is one of
*' your bears at my Jbouider, he has been tvoriying me this
* half hoar, I defire you ivill order him to le tuken of ."
Iri tbefe lafl: particulars he differed widely from his
friend Pope , who could ftifle refentment, artd wait
isvith patience till a more diftant, and perhaps a more
feafonable hour of revenge . But notwithstanding the*
&fumilitude of mind ?, and manners, which was ap¬
parent between tbefe two great men, yet the fame forg
df friendfhif feems to bave fubfifted between them, as
feetwectt VfRGit and Horace . The mutual-affeetien-
<as.« . - «f
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sf the twfcr Englifh poets appears throughout their
works : and therefore in this place , I cannot avoid
taking notice of a report very induftrioufly fpread , and
tot without Tome degree of fuccefs , " That the
" friend/hip between Pope and Swift was hot fo

" firm and per 'feft at the latter end as at the beginning
" of their lives ." On Dr . Swift ' s fide , I am cer¬

tain , it ever remained unalterable : nor did it appear
lefs fervent on the fide of Mr . Pope . Their letters

are the bell evidence to determine the doubt . In one

$f Swift ' s lateft letters tb me , not long before he
was loft to all human "comforts , he fays , " When you.

"fee my dear friend Pope , tell him I will an/aver his
*' letter foon ; 1love him abo-ve allthe •reft pf mankind ."
In my long correfpondence wirth Mr . Pope , I fcarce
received the leaft billet from him , without the kindeft

mention 'of Dr . Swift : and the tendered anxiety for
his ftate of health . Judge by the following pai -a-
-graphs . The firft , dated July the 12th , 1737.

My Lord, The pleafurc you ga <ve me, In -acquainting irie
tf the Dean 's letter health , is one fo truly great , as might
content even your own humanity ': and whatever my Jin-

cere opinion and refpeR of your Lordjhip prompts me ti
wijh from your hands for myfelf, your love for him makes

Me as happy. Would to Gob my <weigkt%added to your 's, could
turn his inclinations to this fide , that I might live to en-

.joy him here thro your means, and flatter myfelf 'tvjAk

feu -fly thro my own ! But this , I fear , will never he the
isfi ; and I .tUuk it more probable , his aitretSion will

L 2 dra w
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draw me on the other fide , which , I protefi , nothing left
than ^ probability of dying at fea , confidcring the weak
frame of my breafi , would have hindered me from , twi
years paft . In Jhort , whenever I think of him, 'tis with
the -vexation of all impotent pajjions that carry us out of
ourfclves only to fpoil our quiet , and make us return to a,
rejignation , which is the mojl melancholy of all virtues.
And in another letter , dated April z, . 1738 , he fays,
/ write by the fame pojl that I received your very obliging
and humane litter . The confideration you / hew towards
me, in thejuft apprehenfion that any news of the Deans
condition might alarm me, is mojl kind and generous . The
very la/1 pojl I writ to him a long letter , little fufpelling
him in that dangerous circumftance . I was fo far from
fearing his health , that I was propoftng f hemes, and
hoping pojjibilities for our meeting once more in this vjorld.
I am weary of it ; and Jhall have one reafon more, and
one of the ftrongcft that nature can give me ( even when
Jhe is Jhaking my weak frame to pieces) to be willing to-
leave this world , when our dear friend is on the edge of
the other . Tet I hope, I would fain hope, he may yet ho¬
ver a while on the brink of it , to prefrve to this Wretch¬
ed age a relijue and example of the lajl . ' Olie more quo¬
tation , and I have done . Twitnam , November 7.
When you get to Dublin (whither I direSl this , fuppojing
you willfee our dear friend as foon as pofjible) pray put
the Dean in mind of me, and tell him I hope he received
rny lajl . Tell him how dearly I love , c:nd how greutly
J honour him : how greatly I refleB on every
tefiimony of his friindfvip ; how muck I refolve to give

th
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tte beftI can of my efteem for hm to fofterity; and affure
him the world has nothing in it I admire fo much,1
nothing, the lofe of which J Jhould regret fo much, as his
genius and his 'virtues.

My excufe, for I ftand in need of one, by having
inferted thefe fcraps of letters, is my real defire of con¬
vincing you, that the affection of Swift and Pope
fubfiiled as entire and uninterrupted as their friends
could wifti, or their enemies regret . It muft be owned,
that we as feldom fee a mutual attachment between
poets, as between ftatefmen. " True friendlhip, as
" Tully obferv'es, proceeds from a reciprocal efteem,
" and a virtuous refemblance of manners ." When
fach is the bafis, the variety in certain tenets and opi¬
nions is of no ill confequence to the union : and will
fcarce ever unloofe the focial ties of love, veneration,
and efteem. Thus the friendlhip between Atticus
and Hortensius , although they were of different feels,
one a Stoic, and the other an Epicurean, fubfifted like
Mr . Pope 's and Dr . SwYft 's, firm and conftant to
the laft, when that of Anthony , Lepidus , and Au¬
gustus , continued no longer than while it was fub-
fervient to their views of intereft. Catiline fays.
Idem<velle, ac idem nolle, ea dsmum amuitia eji. This
pften -attends a vitious confpiracy ; and perhaps an
agreement fo perfectly mutual, is fcarce to be met with
in any other inftance. Emulation generally breaks
the chain of friendfhip between poets. They are run¬
ning with the utmoft' eagernefs to the fame goal ; no

L 3 won-
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wonder, if, jri the race, they -endeavour to trip vp
each others heels.

As 1 have often reverted in my mind certain parti¬
culars relating to my two poetical friends, I have al¬
ways thought , that the circumftance of their purfuing
different roads in poetry , and living in different king-
dams, was probably one of the happieft incidents in'
their lives. Such a feneration prevented all perfonal
chffentions, and fixt them in a correfpondenie , that
conftantly tended to eftabliffi their endearments ; when,
perhaps , a refidence near each other , might have had
a very contrary effeft. It is much eafier to rectify any
rniftake, or to cool any animoffty that may have arifen,
in a letter, than to recal a paffionate verbal anfwer,
efpecially if uttered with all 'the actions, and vehe¬
mence of anger . The impreflion of fuch a fcene re¬
mains long upon the mind of the perfon offended, and
$he old adage is tranfpofed. Vox audita manet, litem
fcripta perit. Few men can fubmit to contradiction.'
Swift was certainly not of the number, and therefore
I am perfuaded, that his diftance from his Englifh
friends, proved a ftrong incitement to their mutual
affection. But, I muff again repeat, that throughout
the long feries of letters which have been publilhed,
pot the lead altercations appear to have happened be»
tween Swift and Pope.

\n all Swift 'swritings, you will find his own peculiar
vein of humour . The fame,liberty of expreffipn would
have been improper and abfurd in any other writer,
but it produced the conieqaences which" he defired.

' ' ' ' * l< ' Hii* .J/i-
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His feeming arrogance gained him more favour, than
the humility and affected benevolence of others. His
lailery and freedom of cenfure, are conveyed in a man-
aer more prevalent , and perhaps often more agreeable
than flattery. He feldom praifed, but where merit was
•eonfpicuous. A Angle ftroke of his pen pleafed more,
and gave more honour, than a long flattering dedica¬
tion from any other author . His ftyle was mafterly,
correct, and ftrong : never djffunve, yet always clear j
and, if we consider it in comparifon with his prede-
cefiors, he has ontdoae them all, and is one, perhaps
the chief, of thofe few felect Englifli writers, who
have excelled in elegance and propriety of language.

Lord Uacon is the full author, wh<s has attempted
any ftyle that can be relilhable to the prefent age, fojs
I snuil own to you , that I think Swift , and his co-
temporaries, have brought our language to the utmofi
degtee of perfection, without the help qf a Longinus^
a Quintilian , or even of a dictionary, er a grammar.
Lord Bacon has written with an infinite fund of know¬

ledge : every fcience that he treats upon, is difgulfed
by him with the greater): learning and dignity , and ho
ft;ews himfelf at once a philofopher , an hiftorian, a po¬
litician, and a divine : but his dialect (for, tha.t de¬
mands our prefent attention ) is quibbling and pedantic j
and never more fo than when he condefcends to flatter
hi? royal mafter, and the minions of that court.

Confider the profaical works of Milton , you will
find them more nervous than elegant ; more diftinguilh-
cd by the fticT.gtli of reafon, than by the rules of rhe-

L' f toric;
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toric ; his diction is harm, his periods tedious ; and
when he becomes a profe-writer, the majefty, that at¬
tends his poetry, vanifhes, and is entirely loft : yet,
with all his faults, and exclufive of his chara&er as a
poet , he muft ever remain the only learned author of
that taftelefs age in which he flourilhed : and it is pro¬
bable , that his great attention to the Latin language,
might have rendered him lefs correct, than he otherwife
would have been, in his native tongue.
. Harrington has his admirers, he may.poflibly have
his merits, but they Jioiu not in his ftyle. A later
writer, of the fame republican principles, has far ex¬
celled him ; I mean Algernon Sydney , whofe dif-.
courfes concerning government are admirably written,,
and contain great hiftorical knowledge , and a remark¬
able propriety of diclion ; fo that his name, in my
opinion, ought to be much higher eftabliflied in the
temple of literature, than I have hitherto found it
placed.

Lord Clarendon , is an hiftorian whofe dignity of
expreffion has juftly given him the preference to any of
our biographical authors . But his periods are the pe¬
riods of a mile. His parenthefes embarrafs the fenfe of
his narration , and certain inaccuracies, appearing
throughout his works, are delivered with a formality
that renders them ftill more confpicuous.

Among our Engliih writers, few men have gained a
greater character for elegance and correflnefs, than
Sprat , Bifhop of Rochejier, and few men have defend
ed it lefs. When I have read his works, I have always

won-
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wondered from whence fuch a piece of good fortune
might have arifen, and could only attribute it to Mr.
Cowley , who, in a very delicate copy of verfes, has
celebrated his friend Dr . Sprat for eloquence, wii,
and a certain candid fiyle, which the poet compares to
the river Thames, gliding with an even current, and.
difplaying the moft beautiful appearances of nature.
Poets and painters have their , favourites, whom they
tranfmit to pofterity in what colours and attitudes they
pleafe: but I am miftaken, if, upon a review of
Sprat 's works, his language will not fooner give you
an idea of one of the infignificant tottering boats upon
the Thames, than of the fmooth noble current of the
river itfelf.

Sir William Temple is an eafy/carelefs , incorrecl
writer, elegantly negligent, politely learned, and en¬
gagingly familiar.

Thus , my dear Ham , I have curforily mentioned
Tome of the brighter! fons of fame among our Englilh
authors, only to point out to you the preference due to
Dr . Swift : but he is not entitled alone to the olive
garland : he has had his coadjutors in the victory. The
triumvirate, to whom we owe an elegance and pro¬
priety unknown to bur forefathers, are Swift , Addi¬
son, and BolingbRoke . At the fight of fuch names,
no difpute can arife in preferring the Englifh moderns
to the Englilh antients. The prefent century, and in¬
deed all future generations may be congratulated upon,
the acquifition of three fuch men..
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But to return more clofely to Swift . He has per¬

fectly ftadied the drama of human life, and particular!)'
the tendency and irregularities of its different charac¬
ters . He has chofen, (as I dare fay I have mentioned
in former letters) to recommend virtue, by reprefent-
jng vice in a difagreeable and ridiculous light . As his
temper was naturally full of acrimony, a certain innate
feverity runs throughout all his. letters. You will find
him, in the advice, which he offers to his friends, and
hi the general account which, lie gives of his own con¬
duct, too clofe an ceconomift. This parfimony pro¬
ceeded from a defire of being independent : and fince
tjpt was the caufe,, he will be forgiven, or, at leaft,
excufed by all honeft men.

Mr. Pope had different talents from his ffiend
Swift : his imagination was fine and delicate : his
fancy was ever on the wing . In his earlier time of
life, his way of thinking was difFufive, and confequent-
ly his judgement was unconfined. As that judgement
ripened with years, he mewed the full ftrength of it in
Tiis Ethic Epijlks, and his Ej/ixy on Man. There the poet
lias almofl yielded to the philofopher ; and his rnoraj
fyftem has charmed more by the force of truth and reft*
foil, than even by the numbers with which he_.adora-
ed it.
' I cannot avoid thinking , that , in this particular
branch of learning , Mr . Pope owed the exertion of
his talents to Lord Boungbroke , who had fludied the
procedure , and limits of the human uiiderftanding. as
paflly as Swift had ccnfidered the irregularities of
U #
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"fliepaflions in different chara&ers of the human fpecies.
Lord Bolincbroke had early made himfelf mailer of
books and men : but, in his firft career of life, being
immerfed at pnee in bufmefs and pleafure, he,ran
thorough a variety of fcenes in a furprizing and t'.xcen-
trie manner. When his paffions fubfided by years ;tnd
difappointments, and when he improved his rational
faculties by more grave ftudies and reflection, he ihone
out in his retirement with a luftre peculiar to himfelf?
though not feen by vulgar eyes. The gay ftatefman
was changed into a philofopher equal to any of the
fages of antiquity . The wifdom of Socrates , the
dignity and eafe of Pliny , and the wit of Horace,
appeared in all his writings and converfatioru

But my letter is growing to an intolerable length.
It is time to finilh it ; and believe me, Hamilton , were
my letters to fill reams of paper , they would be writte*
ealy with a view ôf repeating the dictates of my heart*
which, in its laft beating moments, will throb towards
jou , and thofe other dear objects, to whom I am
' An ajfettionate Father,

ORRERY.

LETTER XX;
IHave been reading this morning a long letter Front

Dr . Swift to Mr . Pope , dated at Duhlin, January
Jo , I1721S and I have been confined to a greater Jharc

* Volume VII . Page ia»
1 1 ° -4-
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