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132 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
were then concerting , and which was afterwards per¬
fected at Utrecht. It begins by reflexions on war in
general , and then particularly mentions the feveral
civil wars in our kingdom . When I am reading
treatifes of this fort, I cannot help pitying my unhappy
country , torn to pieces by her own fons. A wretched
mother of vultures, for whom, like Tityus , fhe
produces new entrails only to be devoured.

The papers called the Examiners, at leaft thofe of
which Dr . Swift is the author , fill up the reft of the
volume. They begin in November 1710, and they are
carried down to the end of July 1711. They are writ¬
ten in defence of the new adminiftration , and the par¬
ticular revolutions at court which had introduced the
Earl of Oxford , and had difplaced the earl of Godol-
*hin and his friends..

Many of Swift 's Exatmuers are perfonally aimed at
the General *. In a free country, the power of a
general is always to be feared. The greater his military
capacity , or the more fuccefsful his arms, in the greater
danger are the liberties of the people . On this maxim
Swift proceeded ; and while he was writing in defence
of the commonwealth, , he had an opportunity of giving
a loofe to his own feverity, of which the houfe of
Pride, and feveral other allegorical effays are very
fpirited examples.

But I am fettered in my animadverfions on thefe pa¬
pers. The prefent times, and the honour which I bear

* The Duke of Marlborough,

to



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT. 133
to many noble families, defended from perfons mention¬
ed in the Examiners, make me willing to take as flight
notice as poffible even of the wittieft paifages in thofc
papers, becaufe many of thofe paifages arife from per-
fonal reflections, or party farcafms. In general , the
feveral points relating to the national debt (alas ! how*
encreafed fmce the year feventeen hundred and ten) the
too long continuance of the war, and other public
topics of complaint are melancholy truths , iuftly
becoming the pen of a man who loves his country.

Within thefe laft: forty years, the political treatifes
have been fo numerous, fo various, fo local, and fo
temporary, that each new pamphlet has fucceeded its
predeceffbr, like a youthful fon to an antient father
amidft a multiplicity of followers, admirers, and de¬
pendants, whilft the antiquated Sire having ftruttcd
and foamed his hour upon the ft age, is heard no mote, but
lies filent, and atmoft entirely forgotten , except by a
few friends and cotemporaries, who accidentally re¬
member fome of his juft obfervations, or prophetical
aphorifms, which they have lived to fee accompliflied.
Thus has it fared even in my time, with the Ex¬
aminees , the Freeholders , and the Craftsman :
and the fame fate will attend moft writings of that
fort, which being framed to ferve particular views, fulfill
the purport of their creation, and then perifh : while
works of a more liberal and difFufive kind are acceptable
to all perfons, and all times ; and may afliime to
themfelves, a certain profpeft of furviving to the lateft
polterity.

X. 3 But
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