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AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT. 115
" his friends , admired by bis fbolars , and honoured by
" the Athenians ." Sir William Temple imputes this

injuftice " to the envy , and malignity cf the Stoics, and
" to fome grofs pretenders , vjbo affumcd the denomination
" of that feci : ivbo miftooh his favourite principle"
(That ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED in pleasure ) " by

" confining it to fenfual fleafure only. To thefe fucceeded
" the Chrifians , ivbo efleemed his principles of natural
" philofophy more oppofite to tbofe of our religion than either
" the Platonifts , the Peripatetics , or even the Stoics them-
" / elves,'1'' This is the opinion , and thefe are almoft

the exaft words of the great Sir William Temple.
Swift equally explodes Epicurus , and the more

•modern philofophers Descartes and Gassendi.
Descartes was a knight errant in philofophy , per¬

petually miftaking windmills for giants ; yet by the
ftrength of a warm imagination he ftarted fome opini¬
ons, which probably put Sir Isaac Newton , and
others , on making many experiments that produced
moll: ufeful difcoveries.

Gassendi was efteemed one of the greateli orna¬
ments of France . He was a doclor of divinity , and
royal profeffor of mathematics . He was born in Pro¬

vence in 1592 , and died in 1655 . With great induftrv
he collected whatever related to the perfon , and to the
philofophy of Epicurus , the latter of which , he has

reduced into a compleat fyliem.
I have now , my Hamilton , curforily gone tho¬

rough the characters of fuch ghofts , as are nominally
I 2 fpecified



116 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
fpecified by Gulliver . I may be wrong either in my
account, or in my obfervations : and I fhall rejoice
to be confuted by you in any point of learning what¬ever.

The defcription of the Struldbrugcs , in the tenth
chapter , is an inftruflive piece of morality : for, if we
confider it in a ferious light , it tends to reconcile us to
our final diifolution. Death , when fet in contrail to
the immortality of the Struldbrugcs , is no longer
the King of Terrors : he lofes his fting : he appears to
us as a friend : and we chearfully obey his fummons,
becaufe it brings certain relief to the greateft miferies.
It is in this defcription, that Swift mines in a parti¬
cular manner . He probably felt in himfelf the cfFefts
of approaching age, and tacitly dreaded that period
ef life, in which he might become a reprefentative of
thofe in-fcrable immortals. His apprehenfions were un¬
fortunately fulfilled. He lived to be the moft melan¬
choly fight that was ever beheld : yet, even in that con¬
dition, he continued to inftrudt, by appearing a pro¬
vidential iriftarice to mortify the vanity, which is too
apt to arife in the human breafl . Our life cannot be
pronounced happy, tilf the laft fcene is clofed with eafe
and refignation : the mind ftill continuing to preferve
its ufual dignity, and falling into the arms of death,
as a wearied traveller finks into reft. This is that En-
tbanafia which Augustus often defired, which Anto¬
ninus Pius enjoyed, and for which every wife man will

pray*
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