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112 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
with a view to refute his opinion . Like the Ottoman
Emperor , he could not reign in fafety , till he had firfl
destroyed his brethren . He was as ambitious in fcience,
as his pupil Alexander was in arms . He aimed to be
a defpotic original : and not only to be the Prince , but
the Tyrant of philofophy . What then can be expeft-
ed from the commentators of his works , who were
devoid of his ingenuity , and poffeffed of all his intri¬
cate follies ? Ramus with his covert ignorance , and
Scotus and Aquinas with their fubdivifions , and ima¬
ginary nothings , muft make a contemptible figure in
the Elyfian fields , which are the fuppofed manfions of
chearfulnefs , truth , and candour , and confequently
mull be a very improper fituation for that tribe of phi-
lofophers . .

" i " then dcfired, fays Gulliver , that Descartes
and Gassendi might he called up : with whom 1

" prevailed to explain their fyfl ems to Aristotle . This
" great philofopher freely acknowledged his turn mijlakes
" in natural philofophy , bccaufe he proceeded in many things
" upon conjeBure , as all men mujl do ; and he found that
" Gassendi , ivho had made the doclrine of Epicurus
" as palatable as he could, and the 'vortices of DesCAR-
" tes , were equally to be exploded . " I believe you will
find , my dear Hamilton , that Aristotle is ftill to
be preferred to Epicurus . The former made fome
ufeful experiments and difcoveries , and was engaged in
a real purfuit of knowledge , although his manner is
much perplexed . The latter was full of vanity and
ambition . He was an impoftor , and only aimed at
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deceiving . He feemed not to believe the principles

which he has alTerted . He committed the government

of all things to chance . His natural philofophy is ab-

furd . His moral pliilofophy wants its proper bafis , the fear

of God . Monfieur Bay l e , one of his warmeft advocates,

is of this laft opinion , where he fays , " On ne fcauroit fas

" dire «Jpz de bien de f honnetete de fes mesurs , m ajfez. de

" mal de fes opinions fur la religion ." His general maxim,

that happinefs confifted in pleafure was too much un¬

guarded , and mult lay a foundation of a moll deftruftive

practice : although from his temper and constitution,

he made his actions fufficiently pleafurable to himfelf,

and agreeable to the rules of true philofophyi His

fortune exempted him from care and follicitude . His

valetudinarian habit of body from intemperance . He

paffed the greateft part of his time .in his garden , where

he enjoyed all the elegant amufements of life . There

he ftudied . There lie taught his philofophy . This

particular happy fituation greatly contributed to that

•tranquility of mind , and indolence of body which he
made his chief ends . He had not however refolutioii

lufficient to meet the gradual approaches of death , and

wanted that conltancy which Sir William Temple

afcribes to him : for in his laft moments , when he found

that his condition was defperate , he took fuch large

draughts of wine , that he was abfolutely intoxicatedj

and deprived of his fenfes ; fo that he died moire like

a bacchanal , than a philolbpher : to which the epigram

alludes,
I Witt
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Hinc Stygias ebrius baufit aquas.

I fliould not kave ventured into this criticifm and
cenfure upon thefe antient philofophers , not even to
you , my deareft Ham , if my opinion was not in a
great meafure fupported by Lord Bacon , who , as he
was certainly the moll accurate judge of this fubjecl,
might be perhaps , from that pre -eminence, . too fevere
a critic . It mull be owned , that Epicurus in parti¬
cular has many followers and admirers among the an-
tients , and among the moderns . Cicero commends
him for cultivating his friendihips in the moft exquifee
manner . The book lyes open before me , and I wiU
aanicribe the words , De qua [amicitia ] Epicurus qui-
dem ita (licit omnium rerum quas ad beate vivendum fa-
pientia compara -verit , nihil effe majus amicitia , nihil uhe-
rius , nihil jucundius , neque 'vera hoc oratione folum , fed
multo magis <vita et faBis , et moribus comprobanjit . Dio¬
genes Laertius praifes his virtue and learning . In.
the Auguftan age the greateft names are inferted among
his followers . Cesar , Atticus , Mecjenas , Lu¬
cretius , Virgil , and Horace embraced his philo-
fophy , and gave a luftre to his feci , and dodlrines.
Sir William Temple fays , " that he wonders , why
" fuch Jharp inmeQi'ues were Jo generally made againft
" ErrcuRUS , by the ages that followed him : efpecially
" as his admirable wit , felicity of exprejjion, excellence
<c of nature , fweetnefs of converfation , temperance of life,
V and conftancy of death , made him fo much beloved by

" his



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT. 115
" his friends , admired by bis fbolars , and honoured by
" the Athenians ." Sir William Temple imputes this

injuftice " to the envy , and malignity cf the Stoics, and
" to fome grofs pretenders , vjbo affumcd the denomination
" of that feci : ivbo miftooh his favourite principle"
(That ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED in pleasure ) " by

" confining it to fenfual fleafure only. To thefe fucceeded
" the Chrifians , ivbo efleemed his principles of natural
" philofophy more oppofite to tbofe of our religion than either
" the Platonifts , the Peripatetics , or even the Stoics them-
" / elves,'1'' This is the opinion , and thefe are almoft

the exaft words of the great Sir William Temple.
Swift equally explodes Epicurus , and the more

•modern philofophers Descartes and Gassendi.
Descartes was a knight errant in philofophy , per¬

petually miftaking windmills for giants ; yet by the
ftrength of a warm imagination he ftarted fome opini¬
ons, which probably put Sir Isaac Newton , and
others , on making many experiments that produced
moll: ufeful difcoveries.

Gassendi was efteemed one of the greateli orna¬
ments of France . He was a doclor of divinity , and
royal profeffor of mathematics . He was born in Pro¬

vence in 1592 , and died in 1655 . With great induftrv
he collected whatever related to the perfon , and to the
philofophy of Epicurus , the latter of which , he has

reduced into a compleat fyliem.
I have now , my Hamilton , curforily gone tho¬

rough the characters of fuch ghofts , as are nominally
I 2 fpecified
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