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108 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
.Dean, and from thence may be deduced the reafon,
v/3iy the Cenfir was efleemed by the latter , and con¬
demned by the fanner.

Gulliver , after having taken a tranfient view of
numberlefs illuftrious perfons, whom he does not name*
clofes the chapter , and gives me an opportunity of
fihifhing my letter . Late , very late, may you become
a ghdft ! A rid when One, may you equal any of Swift 's
fcxtiimWate , and may his ghofl (grown lefs cynical
and better initru&ed) rejoice to admit you into the com-
pairpj from which he has fo arbitrarily excluded all future
generations . So wilhes, fo prays,

Your affectionate Father,

ORRERY.

mmimimwmjmwmmwAMmwB,
LETTER XIV.

U L LIV E R, tired of heroes, changes the fcene
vj in the eighth chapter of his voyage to Laputa,
and becomes curious to know the fituation of poets and
philofophers , who, in their turn , have as eagerly con¬
tended for fame, as C^ sar for power, or Brutus for
liberty . He defires, that Homer and Aristotle may
make their appearance at the head of their commenta¬

tors.
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tors , Homfr , fays our traveller , " tvas the taller,
" and comelier per/on of the tnvo : ivalked 'very ere3 for
" one of his age , and his eyes 'were the moji quick and
" piercing I e-ver beheld^ It is certain , that Homes.
lias rather gained , than loft vigour by his years . Twenty
fix centuries have not unbraced his nerves , or given one
wrinkle to his brow : and although Gulliver , has
bellowed upon him the additional ornament of fine
eyes, yet I am apt to think they made the figure of this
divine old man lefs awful : at leaft I am glad that he

wanted his eye fight while he lived , fince it is impoffible,
not to conclude from the productions of Homer , and
Milton , that the Mind 's Eye becomes more intenfely
difcerning , when it is not interrupted by external objefts.
It is an old obfervation , that Homer has nourifhed

more perfons than Sylla , Cssar , and Aucttstus ;
and while their piftures have decayed , not a letter of
the Iliad has been loft . The Grecian poet not only
preferves his original form , but breathes freely , and
lopksbeautiful in other languages : a happier metempfy-
chofis than Pythagoras ever dreamt of . However,

if Homer was abfolutely obliged to wear the different
dreffes, which have been given to him , he would fome-
times, I believe , find the motion of his limbs uneafy

and confined : and would prefer his own fimple attire
even to the birth day fuit , which our Englifh bard has
given him . The commentators have done lefs honour
to Homer than the tranflators . Some of thefe learned

pedants have entirely wafted their obfervations upon
particles and words : others have run into a minute ex-

adtnefsy
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aftnefs, in comparing the propriety of his images : while
others again, have endeavoured to .trace out from the
Iliad and OdyfTey, all the rudiments of arts and fcien-
ces. Some there are, who dwell on fuch narrow circum-
ftances, as were negle&ed by Homer , and can only be
fuitable to their own confined genius. They are not able
to purfue him in his fublime flights, and attempt therefore,
to bring him upon a level with themfelves . Their low
mechanical notions remind me of an abfurd problem
propofed by the famous Monfieur Huet , whether the
Iliad might not be written upon vellum in fo fmall a
hand , that the whole might be contained within a nut-
Ihell ? This important queftion is.faid to have engaged
the thoughts aud attention of the French court, and
gives us a true picture of a laborious, taftelefs critic upon
Homer . The Dauphin , and his train , are for petting
the Iliad into a nutfliell, when Alexander , and his
courtiers, chofe the richeft, and moil curious cabinet of
Darius , as the only proper repofitory for Homer 's
works.

-Homer and Aristotle were as oppofite as poffible
in their characters : but Dr . Swift has placed them
together , chiefly with a view of fliewing their commen¬
tators , in that jaft and ridiculous light , in which thofe
fcholiafts ought to appear . When an age is bleffed
with the productions of an uncommon genius, fuch as
refembles Homer , it mufl, in feme meafure, bepunifh-
ed by bad imitations and comments ; in the fame man¬
ner that you may have obferved the fun by its heat
and influence railing vapours, and animating infefts,

6 that
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that infect, and perhaps corrupt the air, in which he
fliines with fo much luftre. But, when an original ad¬
mired author, as Aristotle , is really erroneous, and
deceives with falfe fpecious principles, what a train of
errors muft arife from commentators on fuch fubjecls,
who, while they endeavour to purfue and extend a plea-
fing enchanted profpeft , that has no real foundation,
deviate into a dark , difagreeable road of briers andthorns?

It is on this account that the Dean has introduced
Aristotle in company with Homer . The defcrip-
tion of that philofopher is fine, and in a few words re-
prefents the true nature of his works . " He ftooped
" much, and made life of a ftaff . His •vif.,ge was meagre,
" his hair lank and thin, and his voice hollow." By not
having the immortal fpirit of Homer , he was unable
to keep his body erecl : and the ftaff which weakly
'lupported ham, like his commentators, made this defeel
more confpicuous. He wanted not fome ufeful quali¬
ties, but thefe real ornaments, like his hair , were thin
and ungraceful. His ftyle, was harfli, and, like his
voice, had neither force nor harmony . He was with¬
out doubt a man of great genius and penetration , but
he did infinitely more prejudice than fervice to real
literature. He ftudied words more than fads , and de¬
livered his philofophy perplexed with foch intricate
logical terms, as have laid a foundation for the endlefs
fcholaftic difputations, which have corrupted and retard¬
ed the progrefs of learning . He waged war with all
his predecefibrs. He never quotes an author , except

with



112 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
with a view to refute his opinion . Like the Ottoman
Emperor , he could not reign in fafety , till he had firfl
destroyed his brethren . He was as ambitious in fcience,
as his pupil Alexander was in arms . He aimed to be
a defpotic original : and not only to be the Prince , but
the Tyrant of philofophy . What then can be expeft-
ed from the commentators of his works , who were
devoid of his ingenuity , and poffeffed of all his intri¬
cate follies ? Ramus with his covert ignorance , and
Scotus and Aquinas with their fubdivifions , and ima¬
ginary nothings , muft make a contemptible figure in
the Elyfian fields , which are the fuppofed manfions of
chearfulnefs , truth , and candour , and confequently
mull be a very improper fituation for that tribe of phi-
lofophers . .

" i " then dcfired, fays Gulliver , that Descartes
and Gassendi might he called up : with whom 1

" prevailed to explain their fyfl ems to Aristotle . This
" great philofopher freely acknowledged his turn mijlakes
" in natural philofophy , bccaufe he proceeded in many things
" upon conjeBure , as all men mujl do ; and he found that
" Gassendi , ivho had made the doclrine of Epicurus
" as palatable as he could, and the 'vortices of DesCAR-
" tes , were equally to be exploded . " I believe you will
find , my dear Hamilton , that Aristotle is ftill to
be preferred to Epicurus . The former made fome
ufeful experiments and difcoveries , and was engaged in
a real purfuit of knowledge , although his manner is
much perplexed . The latter was full of vanity and
ambition . He was an impoftor , and only aimed at
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deceiving . He feemed not to believe the principles

which he has alTerted . He committed the government

of all things to chance . His natural philofophy is ab-

furd . His moral pliilofophy wants its proper bafis , the fear

of God . Monfieur Bay l e , one of his warmeft advocates,

is of this laft opinion , where he fays , " On ne fcauroit fas

" dire «Jpz de bien de f honnetete de fes mesurs , m ajfez. de

" mal de fes opinions fur la religion ." His general maxim,

that happinefs confifted in pleafure was too much un¬

guarded , and mult lay a foundation of a moll deftruftive

practice : although from his temper and constitution,

he made his actions fufficiently pleafurable to himfelf,

and agreeable to the rules of true philofophyi His

fortune exempted him from care and follicitude . His

valetudinarian habit of body from intemperance . He

paffed the greateft part of his time .in his garden , where

he enjoyed all the elegant amufements of life . There

he ftudied . There lie taught his philofophy . This

particular happy fituation greatly contributed to that

•tranquility of mind , and indolence of body which he
made his chief ends . He had not however refolutioii

lufficient to meet the gradual approaches of death , and

wanted that conltancy which Sir William Temple

afcribes to him : for in his laft moments , when he found

that his condition was defperate , he took fuch large

draughts of wine , that he was abfolutely intoxicatedj

and deprived of his fenfes ; fo that he died moire like

a bacchanal , than a philolbpher : to which the epigram

alludes,
I Witt
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Hinc Stygias ebrius baufit aquas.

I fliould not kave ventured into this criticifm and
cenfure upon thefe antient philofophers , not even to
you , my deareft Ham , if my opinion was not in a
great meafure fupported by Lord Bacon , who , as he
was certainly the moll accurate judge of this fubjecl,
might be perhaps , from that pre -eminence, . too fevere
a critic . It mull be owned , that Epicurus in parti¬
cular has many followers and admirers among the an-
tients , and among the moderns . Cicero commends
him for cultivating his friendihips in the moft exquifee
manner . The book lyes open before me , and I wiU
aanicribe the words , De qua [amicitia ] Epicurus qui-
dem ita (licit omnium rerum quas ad beate vivendum fa-
pientia compara -verit , nihil effe majus amicitia , nihil uhe-
rius , nihil jucundius , neque 'vera hoc oratione folum , fed
multo magis <vita et faBis , et moribus comprobanjit . Dio¬
genes Laertius praifes his virtue and learning . In.
the Auguftan age the greateft names are inferted among
his followers . Cesar , Atticus , Mecjenas , Lu¬
cretius , Virgil , and Horace embraced his philo-
fophy , and gave a luftre to his feci , and dodlrines.
Sir William Temple fays , " that he wonders , why
" fuch Jharp inmeQi'ues were Jo generally made againft
" ErrcuRUS , by the ages that followed him : efpecially
" as his admirable wit , felicity of exprejjion, excellence
<c of nature , fweetnefs of converfation , temperance of life,
V and conftancy of death , made him fo much beloved by

" his
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" his friends , admired by bis fbolars , and honoured by
" the Athenians ." Sir William Temple imputes this

injuftice " to the envy , and malignity cf the Stoics, and
" to fome grofs pretenders , vjbo affumcd the denomination
" of that feci : ivbo miftooh his favourite principle"
(That ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED in pleasure ) " by

" confining it to fenfual fleafure only. To thefe fucceeded
" the Chrifians , ivbo efleemed his principles of natural
" philofophy more oppofite to tbofe of our religion than either
" the Platonifts , the Peripatetics , or even the Stoics them-
" / elves,'1'' This is the opinion , and thefe are almoft

the exaft words of the great Sir William Temple.
Swift equally explodes Epicurus , and the more

•modern philofophers Descartes and Gassendi.
Descartes was a knight errant in philofophy , per¬

petually miftaking windmills for giants ; yet by the
ftrength of a warm imagination he ftarted fome opini¬
ons, which probably put Sir Isaac Newton , and
others , on making many experiments that produced
moll: ufeful difcoveries.

Gassendi was efteemed one of the greateli orna¬
ments of France . He was a doclor of divinity , and
royal profeffor of mathematics . He was born in Pro¬

vence in 1592 , and died in 1655 . With great induftrv
he collected whatever related to the perfon , and to the
philofophy of Epicurus , the latter of which , he has

reduced into a compleat fyliem.
I have now , my Hamilton , curforily gone tho¬

rough the characters of fuch ghofts , as are nominally
I 2 fpecified
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fpecified by Gulliver . I may be wrong either in my
account, or in my obfervations : and I fhall rejoice
to be confuted by you in any point of learning what¬ever.

The defcription of the Struldbrugcs , in the tenth
chapter , is an inftruflive piece of morality : for, if we
confider it in a ferious light , it tends to reconcile us to
our final diifolution. Death , when fet in contrail to
the immortality of the Struldbrugcs , is no longer
the King of Terrors : he lofes his fting : he appears to
us as a friend : and we chearfully obey his fummons,
becaufe it brings certain relief to the greateft miferies.
It is in this defcription, that Swift mines in a parti¬
cular manner . He probably felt in himfelf the cfFefts
of approaching age, and tacitly dreaded that period
ef life, in which he might become a reprefentative of
thofe in-fcrable immortals. His apprehenfions were un¬
fortunately fulfilled. He lived to be the moft melan¬
choly fight that was ever beheld : yet, even in that con¬
dition, he continued to inftrudt, by appearing a pro¬
vidential iriftarice to mortify the vanity, which is too
apt to arife in the human breafl . Our life cannot be
pronounced happy, tilf the laft fcene is clofed with eafe
and refignation : the mind ftill continuing to preferve
its ufual dignity, and falling into the arms of death,
as a wearied traveller finks into reft. This is that En-
tbanafia which Augustus often defired, which Anto¬
ninus Pius enjoyed, and for which every wife man will

pray*
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pray . God Almighty ' s providence pi'otecl and guide
you, my Ham , whatever fate of life , or fortune at¬
tends

Tour affectionate Father,

ORRERY.

%t Ve/

LETTER XV.

IT is with great reluctance , I mall make fome re-
- marks on Gulliver ' s voyage to the Heuyhnhnms.

In this laftpart of his imaginary travels , Swift has
indulged a mifar .thropy that is intolerable . The re-
prefentation which he has given us of human nature,
mult terrify , and even debafe the mind of the reader
who views it . His fallies of wit and humour lofe all

their force , nothing remaining but a melancholy , and
difagreeable imprcffion : and , as I have faid to you,
on other parts of his works , we are difgufted , not en-
tertained ; we are (hocked , not infcrucied by the fable.
I fliould therefore chufe to take no notice of his Ya¬
hoos , did I not think it neceffary to aflert the vindica¬
tion of human nature , and thereby , in fome meafure,
to pay my duty to the great author of our fpecies , who
has created us in a very fearful , and a very wonder-
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