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The ghosts of Pompey and Cæser introduced by Swift only to grace the
entry of Brutus, his favourite patriot.
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT . 103
infer that the Romans were invincible, unlefs from fome
fupernatural caufe. Swift (no friend to military men)
thinks the Carthaginian general unworthy of any far¬
ther notice : and haftens to call up the fenate of Rome.
This gives him an opportunity of being very fevere
upon a certain modern affembly, which he treats in a
manner more refembling the Cynic in his cell, than the
free humoured Rabelais in his eafy chair.

Pompey and C/esar only appear to grace the entry
of Brutus , who is Swift 's favourite patriot : but as
Caesar generoufly confefied to Gulliver , " That the
" greatej? actions of his life, ivere not, hy many degrees,
" equal to the glory of taking it aivay," it would have been
a proper alleviation of the dictator 's crimes, to have ac¬
knowledged him the greateft llatefmen, orator , and
foldier of the age, in which he lived : an age, fertile of
eminent men : an age, when ambition was fcarce looked
upon as a crime : and when the Roman virtue (once
the fupport and prefervation of the commonwealth)
was long fmce loft in vice and luxury : at fuch a time a.
Angle mailer was becomeneceffary, and Pompey would
have feixed the reins of government had not Cesar
interpofed. Jf the confpirators had reftored liberty to
their country, tlieir aft had been completely glorious,
and would have fhewed, that C^ sar , not Rome, was
degenerated, But if we may judge from the confe-
quences, Heaven difapproved of the deed : a particular
fate attended the confpirators , not one of whom died
a natural death : and even Brutus , perhaps recollect¬
ing in his laft moments the benefits, which he had re-
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104 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
ceived from C « .sar , was llaggered in his thoughts of
virtue , and imagining himfelf deceived by a ihadow,
broke out into a pathetical expreffion , fignifying,
" that hs had tuorfnipfed virtue as a Jubftance , and had
" found it only a / endow : " fo that he feems to have
wanted that fortitude of mind , which conftantly attends
true virtue to the grave . . This defect in the character
of Brutus , is not improperly expreffed in the famous
gallery of , the great duke of Tufcany , where there is a
very fine head of Brutus begun by Michael Angelo,
but left uniinilhed : under it is engraven upon a copper
plate , this diftic,

Dum Bruti ejjigietn fculftor de marmare ducit,
In mentem fceleris <venit , et abflinuit.

- If Brutus erred , it was from a wrong notion of
virtue . The chara &er of C ^ sar is perhaps more
amiable , but lefs perfect : his faults were great ; how¬
ever , many of them were foils to his virtues . A modern
eminent writer , has reprefented him as a glutton : he
tells us , that when C ^ sar went to the public feafts , he
conftantly took a vomit in the morning , with a defign
to indulge himfelf with more keennefs , and to increafe
his appetite for the enfuing feaft . The fact is true , but
I would willingly believe the inference urrjuft . It is
more than probable , that he practifed this cuftom by
the advice of his phyficians , who might direct fuch a re¬
gimen , as the molt certain , and immediate prefervation
agaihft epileptic fits, to which the Dictator was often

liable.
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