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g4  REMARKS ON THE LIFE
Sheridan , had been the produce of any other author,
they muft have undergone a fevere cenfure from Dr.
Swift.

Here I mall difmifs this volume of his poems, which
has drawn me into a greater length of letter than I in¬
tended . Adieu, my Ham , believe me ever,

Your affetli ovate Father,

ORRERY.
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LETTER XI.

Mj dear Hamilton,

THE third volume of Swift 's works contains
The travels ^ "Lemuel Gulliver into feveral

remote nations of the nxiorld. They are divided into four
parts ; the firft, a voyage to Lilliput ; the fecond, a
voyage to Brobdingnag; the third , to Laputa and other
iflands ; the fourth , and moft extraordinary , to the
country of the Houyhnbvms. Thefe voyages are intended
as a moral political romance , in which Swift feems
to have exerted the ftrongeft efforts of a fine irregular
genius. But while his imagination and his wit delight,
the venomous ftroke* of his fatyr , although in fome

places



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT. 85
places juft , are carried into Co univerfala Severity, that
not only all human a&ions, but human nature itfelf,
is placed in the worft light . Perfection in every at¬
tribute is not indeed allotted to particular men ; but s
among the whole fpacies , we difcover fuch an af-
femblage of all the great , and amiable virtues, as may
convince us, that the original order of nature contains
in it the greateft beauty . It is directed in a right line,
but it deviates into curves and irregular motions , by-
various attractions , and difturbing caufes . Different
qualifications mine out in different men , Bacon and
Newton (not to mention Boyle ) fhew the divine ex¬
tent of the human mind : of which power Sw Ift could
not be infenfible j but as I have often told you , his dis¬
appointments rendered him fplenetic , and angry with,
the whole world.

Education, habit , and conftkution , give a furpriz-
mg variety of characters ; and, while they produce
feme particular qualities, are apt to check others . For¬
titude of mind feldom attends a fedentary life : nor is
the man, whofe ambitious views are croffed, fcarce ever
afterwards indued with benevolence of heart . The
fame mind, that is capable of exerting the greateft vir¬
tue, by fome defect; in the firft fteps of education , often
degenerates into the greateft vice. Thefe effects take
their fource from caufes almoft mechanical . The foul,
in our prefent fituation, is blended and enclofed with
corporeal fubftance, and the matter of which oar body
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g6 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
is compofed, produces ftrange impulfes upon the mind :
but the inftances that might illuftrate , and explain the
different effe&s arifmg from this formation , are too di-

grefiively extenfive for my prefent plan.

To correft vice, by fhewing her deformity in oppo-
iition to the beauty of virtue , and to amend the falfe

fyftems of philofophy , by pointing out the errors , and
applying falutary means to avoid them , is a noble de-
jign . This was the general intent , I would fain flatter

jnyfelf, of my hieroglyphic friend,

Gulliver 's travels are chiefly to be looked upon as
an irregular eflay of Swift 's peculiar wit and humour.
Let us take a view of the two firffc parts together . The
inhabitants of Lilliput are reprefented , as if reflected from
a convex mirrour , by which every obje£t is reduced to
a defpicable minutenefs. The inhabitants of Brobding-
nag, by a contrary mirrour , are enlarged to a -Block¬
ing deformity . In Lilliput we behold a fet of puny
infetts , or animalcules in human fhape, ridicu'louily en¬

gaged in affairs of importance . In Brobdingnag the
monfters of enormous fize are employed in trifles.

Lemuel Gulliver , has obferved great exa&nefs in
the jnft proportion , and appearances of the feveral ob¬
jects thus l^fiened and magnified : but he dwells too
much upon thefe optical deceptions . The mind is tired
with a repetition of them , efpecially as he points out no
beauty , nor ufe in fuch amaaing difcoveries, which

might
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might have been fo continued as to have afforded im¬
provement, at the fame time that they gave aftonifh-
ment. Upon the whole , he too often fhews an indeli¬
cacy that is not agreeable , and exerts his vein of hu¬
mour moll improperly in fome places, where (I am
afraid) he glances at religion.

In his defcription of Liltiput, he feems to have had-
Englandmore immediately in view. In his defcription
of Blefufcuhe feems to intend the people and kingdom
of France: yet the allegory between thefe nations -is.
frequently interrupted , and fcarce any where compleat.
Several juft ftrokes of fatyr are fcattered here and there
upon errors in the conduft of our government : and, in
the fixth chapter of his voyage to Brobdingnag, he gives
an account of the political ftate of Europe: his obfer-
vations are delivered with his ufual fpirit of humour
and feverity. He appears molt particularly affedted
with the proceedings of the courts of judicature , and
complains of being almoft ruined by a Chancery fuit,
which was determined in his favour ivith cojis. It muft
be confeffed, that inftances of this kind are too frequent
in our courts of juftice , and they leave us no room to
boaft of the execution of our prefent laws, however ex¬
cellent the laws, in their own original foundation , may
have been . Judgement, when turned into nvormivopd, is
iitter , but delays, as Lord Bacon obferves, turn it into
vinegar : it becomes fharp, and corroding : and cer¬
tainly it is more eligible to die immediately by the
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88 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
wound of an enemy, than to decay lingering by poifon3
adminiftered from a feeming friend.

The feventh chapter of the voyage of Brobdingnag
contains fuch farcafms on the ftrufture of the human
body , as too plainly fhew us, that the author was un¬
willing to lofe any opportunity of debafing and ridicu¬
ling his own fpecies.

Here a reflection naturally occurs, which , without
any fuperftition , leads me tacitly to admire, and con-
fefs the ways of Providence : for this great genius, this
mighty wit , who feemed to feoff, and fcorn at all man¬
kind , lived not only to be an example to punifh his own
pride, and to terrify ours, but underwent fome of the
greateft miferies to which human nature is liable . The
particulars of this affertion will appear , by copying a
letter which one of his relations fent to me, in anfvver
to my enquiries after his fituation.

My
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