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AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT . 6$
thufing to appear candidly ferrous, rather than to laugh
filently under his ufual mafk of gravity . Read it, and
tell me your opinion : for methinks , upon thefe occa¬
sions, I perceive him writing in fhackles.

The tritical effay on the faculties of the mind, will make
you fmile.

The letter to the Earl of"OxfORDfor correSling, improv¬
ing, and afcertaining the Englifh tonguemight have been
a very ufeful performance , if it had been longer , and
lefs eclypfed by compliments to the noble perfon to
whom it is addrefTed. It feems to have been intended
as a preface to fome more enlarged defign : at the head
of which fuch an introduction muft have appeared with
great propriety . A work of this kind is much wanted,
as our language , inftead of being improved, is every
day growing worfe, and more debafed. We bewilder
ourfelves in various orthography ; we fpeak, and we
write at random ; and if a man's common converfation
were,to be committed to paper , he would be ftartled
for to find himfelf guilty in a few fentences, of fo many
folecifms and fuch falfe Englifh. I believe we are the
only people in the Chriftian world , who repeat the
Lord's Prayer , in an ungrammatical manner : and I
remember to have heard , that when a motion wa*s made
in the Convocation to alter the word [which] for the
word [who] the propofition was reje&ed by the majority.
This inftance may fhew you of what fort of men, the
moft learned , and even the moft reverend affemblies,
are fometimes compofed. But let us confider the con¬
duct ©f a neighbouring nation . How induftrious have

the
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the French been to improve their language ? and to
what a llafe ef perfection have they brought it ?
Rome, by her conquefts, made her dialect univerfal :
France, by her policy , has done the fame. By policy,
I mean the encouragement of arts and fciences ; which
will often render a nation more powerful than arms.
Nothing has contributed fo much to the purity and ex¬
cellence of the French tongue, as the noble academies
eftablifhed for that purpofe : and, until fome public
work of the fame kind is undertaken in England, we
cannot flatter ourfelves with any hopes of amending the
errors , or afcertaining the limits of our ftyle. I (hall
not preftime even to whifper to you, that I think a de-
fign of this fort is fufficiently momentous to attract the
consideration of our legifiative powers . Their thoughts
are otherways employed , and their faculties otherways
applied . But I will venture to fay, that if to our hos¬
pitals for lunatics , an hofpital was added for the recep¬
tion , and fupport of men of fenfe and learning , it would
be of the higheft honour to the prefent age, and of no
lefs advantage to poilerity . I call it an hofpital , be-
caufe I fuppofe it to be erected for the benefit of fuch
perfonSj whofe infirm fortunes , or difeafed revenues,
may have rendered the ftrength and abilities of their
minds weak and ufelefs to the public : for I entirely
agree with Aristotle , where he fays, in the words of
his fcholiaft . Eum pr<rclara et magna -vix foffe exeqiii et
fr .fflare , cui facilitates defunt: quoniam per arnicas et civi-
lem potentiam nchiti per ifijirumenta neceffe efl pleraque ef
fiti . The reflexions, that arife from this theme, I

find,
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£nd, are driving me beyond the bounds of a letter:
"therefore I ftiall only add, that I heartily wifh you
may think an attention to your native language as ufe-
fnl, and improving a ftudy, as can be purfued, in
whatever ftation of life Providence may allot you.

There are two other letters in this volume extremely
worthy of your notice. The one is, To a young gentle¬
man lately entered into holy orders. The other is. To a
young lady on her marriage. The former , ought to be
read by all the young clergymen in the three kingdoms,
and the latter , by all the new married women . But,
here again is the peculiar felicity of Swift 's writings;
the letters are addreffed only to a young clergyman and
a young lady , but they are adapted to every age and
imderftanding . They contain obfervations that delight
and improve every mind ; and they will be read , with
pleafure and advantage , by the oldeft, and moft exem¬
plary divines, and by the moft diftinguilhed; and moft
accomplifhed ladies.

The reft of the volume is filled up with ftiort tra &s,
and papers of various forts : moftly humorous , and enter¬
taining . You will laugh at the ftory in one of the In¬
telligencers, of Whijk and Swabbers: and you will wifli
the Tatler on thofe inferior duties of life, called Les pe¬
tite; Morales, hung up in every 'fquire 's hall in England.
I am, my deareft Hamilton,

Tour mojl affeilionate Father,
ORRERY.
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