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AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT . 61
who could prevail upon himfelf to ridicule fo good a
man as Mr . Boyle ? The fword of wit , like the
fcythe of time , cuts down friend and foe , and attack*
every objeft that accidentally lies in its way . But,
fharp and irrefiftible as the edge of it may be , Mr.
Boyle will always remain invulnerable.

The fentiments of a church -of-England -man , ivith refpeil
to religion and government , was written in the year 1708.
It is adapted to that particular period . The flyle of the
whole pamphlet is nervous , and , except in fome few
places , impartial . The flate of Holland is fo jutlly,
and , at the fame time , fo concifely delineated , that I
cannot help tranfcribing it . Speaking of the Butch,
the author fays , " They are a commonwealth founded on d
" fudden , by a defperate attempt on a defperate condition,
H not formed or digejied into a regular fyftem by mature
" thought and reafon , but huddled up under the preffure of
" fudden exigencies ; calculated for no long duration , and
" hitherto fubjijiing by accident in the midft of contending
" powers , nvho cannot yet agree about fharing it eimongjl
" them . '" This draft is very well worth your reading
and attention : and it confirms an obfervation which
will perpetually occur , that Swift excels in whatever
ftyle or manner he afiumes . When he is in earheft , bis
llrength of reafon carries with it convifHon , When in
jell , every competitor in the race of wit is left behind
him.

The argument again/ } abolijhing Chriftianityh carried on
with the higheft wit and humour . Graver divines
threaten the irreaders with future punifhments : Swift

artfully



62 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
artfully exhibits a picture of prefent Ihame . He judged

rightly in imagining that a fmall treatife , written with i

fpirit of mirth and freedom , mull be more efficacious,

than long fermons , or laborious leffons of morality.

He endeavours to laugh us into religion } well knowing,

that we are often laughed out of it . As you have not

read the pamphlet , excufe a quotation , to which may

be prefixed the old proverb ex pede Herculem . " I would

" fain know (fays the Dean ) how it can be pretended,

" that the churches are mi/applied . Where are more ap-

" psintments and rendezvoufes of gallantry ? Where more

" care to appear in the foremaft box with greater advantage

" of drefs ? Where more meetings for bufnefs ? When

H more bargains driven of all forts ? Atid where fo maiif

" convent encies or incitements to fcep ?

The papers which immediately follow are entirely
humorous , and relate to Partridge the almanac mak¬

er : and although they are not only temporary , but lo¬

cal , yet by an art peculiar to SwiFT .himfelf , they are

rendered immortal , fo as to be read with pleafure , as

long as the Englifh language fubfifts.

To thefe fucceeds A projeel for the advancement of reli¬

gion , and the reformation of manners , written in the year

1709, ' and dedicated to the Countefs of Berkley.

The author appears in earneft throughout the whole

treatife , and the dedication , or introduction , is in a'

ftrain of ferious panegyric , which the Lady , to whom'

it is addreffed , undoubtedly deferved . But as the pam¬

phlet is of the fatirical kind , I am apt to imagine,-

that my friend the Dean put a violence upon himfelf , im
chufing
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