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AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT . 45
of people, into the right traft at the beginning , but will
be fufficient to keep them in it, when experience has
pointed oat the road . . The pamphlet , propofing the
univerfal ufe of hijh manufactures 'within the kingdom,
had captivated all hearts . Some little pieces of poetry to
the fame purpofe, were no lefs acceptable and engaging.
The attachment which the Dean bore to the true in-
tereft of Ireland, was no longer doubted . His patriot-
ifm was as manifeil as his wit. He was looked upon
with pleafure and refpeft , as he palled through the
ftreets : and he had attained fo high a degree of popu¬
larity , as to become an arbitrator in the difputes of
property among his .neighbours : nor did any man dare
to appeal from his opinion, or to murmur at his decree ; ,

But the popular affection, which the Dean had hither¬
to acquired, may be faid not to have been univerfal , till
the publication of the Drapier ' s letters, which made
all ranks , and all profeffions unanimous in his applaufe.
The occafion of thofe letters was a fcarcity of copper
coin in Ireland, to fo great a degree , that for fome
time paft the chief manufacturers throughout the king¬
dom, were obliged to pay their workmen in pieces of
tin, or in other tokens of fuppofititious value . Such a
method was very difadvantageous to the lower parts of
traffic, and was in general an impediment to the com¬
merce of the ftate. To remedy this evil, the late King
granted a patent to William Wood , to coin, during
the term of fourteen years , farthings and halfpence in
England for the ufe of Ireland, to the value of a certain
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46 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
fum fpecified. Thefe halfpence and farthings were to
be received by thofe perfons, who would voluntarily ac¬
cept them . But the patent was thought to be of fuch.
dangerous confequence to the public , and of fuch exor¬
bitant advantage to the patentee , that the Dean , under
the character of M . B. Drapier , wrote a letter to the
people, warning them not to accept Wood ' s halfpence
and farthings as current coin . This firft letter was fuc-
ceeded by feveral others to the fame purpofe, all which
are inferted in his works.

At the found of the Drafier 's trumpet , a fpirit
arofe among the people , that , in the eaftern phrafe,
was like unto a tempeft in the day of the tvbirlimrid. Eve¬
ry perfon of every rank , party , and denomination,
was convinced, that the admiffion of Wood 's copper
mult prove fatal to the commonwealth . The Papift,
the Fanatic , the Tory , the Whig , all lifted themfelves
volunteers under the banner of M . B. Drapier , and were
all equally zealous to ferve the common caufe . Much
heat , and many fiery fpeaches againft the adminiftra-
tion , were the confequence of this union : nor had the
flames been allayed , notwithftanding threats and pro¬
clamations , had not the coin been totally fupprefled,
and had not Wood withdrawn his patent.

This is the moft fuccinft account that can be given of
an affair, which alarmed the whole Irijh nation to
a degree that in a lefs loyal kingdom mult have
fomented a rebellion : but the ftedfaft loyalty of the
Irifo, and their true devotion to the prefent royal
family is immoveable : and although this unfortunate na¬
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