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44 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
peculiar to him in all his a&ions, even in the greateft
trifles, His hours of walking , and reading , never va¬
ried : His motions were guided by his watch , which was
fo conftantly held in his hand , or plaeed before him up¬
on his table , that he feldom deviated many minutes, in
the daily revolution of his cxercifes and employments.
His works , from the year 1714, to the year 17ZO,
are few in number , and of fmall importance . Poems
to Stella , and trifles to Dr . Sheridan , fill up a
great part of that period.

In the year 1720, he began to re-aflume, in fome
degree , the character of a political writer . A fmall
pamphlet in defence of the Irijh manufafiures, was, I
believe, his firft eflay (in Ireland) in that kind of writ¬
ing : and to that pamphlet , he owed the turn of the
popular tide in his favour a. His fayings of wit and
humour had been handed about , and repeated from
time to time among the people . They had the effe£t
of an artful preface, and had pre-engaged all readers in
his favour . They were adapted to the underflanding,
and pleafed the imagination of the vulgar : and he was
now looked upon in a new light , and diftinguifhed by
the title of THE DEAN.

The flux and reflux of popular love and hatred are
equally violent . They are often owing to accidents,
but fometimes to the return of reafon, which , unaflifted
"by education, may not be able to guide the lower clafs,

8 See Letter 16th.
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of people, into the right traft at the beginning , but will
be fufficient to keep them in it, when experience has
pointed oat the road . . The pamphlet , propofing the
univerfal ufe of hijh manufactures 'within the kingdom,
had captivated all hearts . Some little pieces of poetry to
the fame purpofe, were no lefs acceptable and engaging.
The attachment which the Dean bore to the true in-
tereft of Ireland, was no longer doubted . His patriot-
ifm was as manifeil as his wit. He was looked upon
with pleafure and refpeft , as he palled through the
ftreets : and he had attained fo high a degree of popu¬
larity , as to become an arbitrator in the difputes of
property among his .neighbours : nor did any man dare
to appeal from his opinion, or to murmur at his decree ; ,

But the popular affection, which the Dean had hither¬
to acquired, may be faid not to have been univerfal , till
the publication of the Drapier ' s letters, which made
all ranks , and all profeffions unanimous in his applaufe.
The occafion of thofe letters was a fcarcity of copper
coin in Ireland, to fo great a degree , that for fome
time paft the chief manufacturers throughout the king¬
dom, were obliged to pay their workmen in pieces of
tin, or in other tokens of fuppofititious value . Such a
method was very difadvantageous to the lower parts of
traffic, and was in general an impediment to the com¬
merce of the ftate. To remedy this evil, the late King
granted a patent to William Wood , to coin, during
the term of fourteen years , farthings and halfpence in
England for the ufe of Ireland, to the value of a certain
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