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4o REMARKS ON THE LIFE
and a new world , fufferme , my Ham , to take a gene¬
ral review of him as an author.

If we confider his profe works , we (hall find a cer¬
tain mafterly concifenefs in their ftyle, that has never
been equalled by any other writer . The truth of this
aflertion will more evidently appear , by comparing
him with fome of the authors of his own time. Of
thefe Dr . Tillotson , and Mr . Addison , are to be
numbered among the moft eminent . Addison has all
the powers that can captivate and improve : his diftion
is eafy, his periods are well turned , his expreffions are
flowing, and his humour is delicate . Tillotson is
nervous, grave , majeftic, and perfpicuous. We muft
join both thefe characters together to form a true idea
of Dr . Swift : yet as he outdoes Addison in humour,
he excels Tillotson in perfpicuity . The Archbilhop
indeed confined himfelf to fubjefts relative to his pro-
feffion : but Addison and Swift are more diffufive

writers . They continually vary in their manner , and
treat different topics in a different ftyle. When the
writings of Addison terminate in party , he lofes him¬
felf extremely , and from-a delicate, and jull comedian,
deviates into one of the loweft kind *. Not fo Dr.

Swift ; he appears like a mafterly gladiator . He
wields the fword of party with eafe, juftnefs and dex¬
terity : and while he entertains the ignorant and the
vulgar , he draws an equal attention from the learned
and the great . When he is ferious, his gravity be¬
comes him . When he laughs , his readers muft laugh

• See tke papers intitled the Freeholder.
with



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT . 41
with him. But, what fhall be faid for his love of tri¬
fles, and his want of delicacy and decorum ? Errors,
that if he did not contract , at leaft he encreafed in Ire¬
land. They are without a parallel . I hope they will
ever remain fo. The firft of them , arofe meerly from
his love of flattery , with which he was daily fed in
that kingdom : the fecond, proceeded from the mifan-
thropy of his difpofition, which induced him peevilhly
to debafe mankind , and even to ridicule human nature
itfelf . Politics were his favourite topic , as they gave
him an opportunity of gratifying his ambition , and
thirft of power : yet even in this road , he has feldom
continued long in one particular path . He has written
mifcellaneoufly, and has chofen rather to appear a wan¬
dering comet, than a fixed ftar . Had he apdied the
faculties of his mind to one great , and ufeful work , he
muft have fhined more glorioufly, and might have en¬
lightened a whole planetary fyftem in the political
world.

The poetical performances of Dr . Swift ought to
be confidered as occafional poems written either to
pleafe, or vex fome particular perfons . We muft not
fuppofe them defigned for pofterity : if he had cultivate
ed his genius in that way, he muft certainly have ex¬
celled, especially in fatyr . We fee fine (ketches , in fe-
veral of his pieces : but he feems more defirous to in
form, and ftrengthen his mind, than to indulge the
luxuriancyof his imagination . He choofes to difcover,
and correct errors in the works of others , rather than
to illuftrate , and add beauties to his own. Like a
feflful artift, he is fond of probing wounds to their

depth.
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