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18 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
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LETTER III.
IJoin with you entirely in thinking Stella one of

the moft unfortunate of her fex. Her catallrbphe
was fuch as might have drawn pity from a breaft lefs
fufceptible of that paffion than yours . Injurious treat¬
ment, difappointed love, a long lingering illnefs, were
all circumftances of the melancholy kind . Be not fur-
prized , my Hamilton , when I tell you, that he never
fpoke of her without a figh : for fuch is the perverfenefs
of human nature , that we bewail thofe perfons dead,
whom we treated cruelly when living . But, I am
making reflections, when I intended to write memoirs.
Let us return to Swift.

Upon the death of Sir William Temple he came
to London, and took the earliefl opportunity of deliver¬
ing a petition to King William , under the claim of a
promife made by his Majefty to Sir William Tem¬
ple , " That Mr . Swift mould have the firftvacancy,
" which might happen among the prebends of Weft-
" minfieror Canterbury." The promifes of kings are
often a kind of chaff, which the breath of a minifter
bloweth , and fcattereth away from the face of a court.
The petition had no effedt. It was either totally for-
gotten , or drowned amidft the clamours of more urgent
claims. From this firft difappointment , may probably

be
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be dated that bitternefs towards king ?, and cour¬
tiers, which is to be found fo univerfally difperfed
throughout his works.

After a long and fruitlefs attendance at Whitehall,
Swift reluctantly gave up all thoughts of a fettlement
in England. He had dedicated Sir William Tem¬
ple ' s works to the King . The dedication was neglec¬
ted, nor did his Majefby take the leaft notice of him
after Sir Willi am Temple 's death . What then was
to be done ? honour , or to ufe a properer word , pride
hindered him from flaying long in a Hate of fervility
and contempt . He complied therefore with an invita •
tion from the Earl of Berkley (appointed one of the
Lords Jultices in Ireland) to attend him as his chaplain
and private fecretary . Lord Berkley landed near Wa~
terford, and Mr . Swift acted as fecretary during the
whole journey to Dublin. But another of Lord Berk¬
ley 's attendants , whofe name was Bush , had , by this
time, inlinuated hnnfelf into the Earl ' s favour , and
had ivhypered to his Lordfhip , that the poll of fecre¬
tary was not proper for a clergyman , to whom only
church preferments could be fuitable or advantageous.
Lord Berkley liftened perhaps too attentively to thefe
infmuations , and making fome flight apology to Mr.
Swift , diverted him of that ofHcc, andbeftowed if upon
Mr . Bush . Here again was another difappointment , and
a frefh objeft of indignation . The treatment vvac-
thought injurious, nnd Swift expreiled his fenfibility
of it in a fhor; , but fatyrical copy of vevfes entitled The
Difcovery.

C 2 How-
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However , during the government of the Earls of

Berkley and Galway , who were jointly Lords Jufti-
ces of Ireland , two livings , Laracor and Rathbcggan,
were bellowed upon Mr . Swift . The firft of thefe
reclories was worth about two hundred , and the latter

about fixty pounds a year , and they were the only
church preferments that he enjoyed ' till he was ap¬
pointed Dean of St . Patrick 's, in the year feventeen
hundred and thirteen.

As foon as he had taken poiTeflion of his two liv¬
ings , he went to refide at Laracor , and gave public
notice to his pariihioners , that he would read prayers
on every Wednefday and Friday . Upon the fubfe-
quent Wednefday the bell was rung , and the Redlor
attended in his delk , when after having fat fome time,
and finding the congregation to confift only of himfelf,
and his clerk Roger , he began with great compofure
and gravity , but with a turn peculiar to himfelf,
" Dearly beloved Roger , the fcripture monethyou and me
" in fundry places ." And then proceeded regularly
through the whole fervice . 1 mention this trifling cir-
cumftance only to fhew you , that he could not refill a
vein of humour whenever he had an opportunity of ex¬
erting it.

As I have given you a particular example of his hu¬
mour , let me give you a particular inflance of his pride:
efp 'ecially as it comes in properly enough in point of
time.

Whilft Swift was ' chaplain to Lord Berkley , his

only filler , by the confent and approbation of her un¬
cles
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cles and relations, was married to a man in trade,
whofe fortune , chara &er, and fituation, were efteemed,
by all her friends, fuitable for her in every refpeft.
But, the marriage was entirely difagreeable to her bro¬
ther . It feemed to interrupt thofe ambitious views,
which he had long fmce formed : He grew outragious
at the thoughts of being brother -in-law to a tradefman.
He utterly refufed all reconciliation with his filler, nor
would he even liften to the entreaties of his mother,
who came over to Ireland, under the ftrongeft hopes of
pacifying his anger, having , in every other inftance
found him a dutiful, and an o'bedient fon : but his
pride was not to be conquered , and Mrs . Swift finding
her fon inflexible, haftened back to Leicefter, where me
continued till her death.

During his mother 's life time, he fcarce ever failed
to pay her an annual vifit. But his manner of travel¬
ling was as Angular as any other of his aftions . He
often went in a waggon, but more frequently walked
from Holyhead to Leicefter, London, or any other part of
England. He generally chofe to dine with waggoners,
hoftlers, and perfons of that rank ; and he ufed to lye
at night in houfes where he found written over the
door Lodgings for a penny. He delighted in fcenes of
low life. The vulgar dialect was not only a fund of
humour for him, but I verily believe was acceptable
to his nature ; otherwife I know not how to account
for the many filthy ideas, and indecent expreffions (I
mean indecent in point of cleanlinefs and delicacy) that
will be found throughout his works.

C 3 I need
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I need not tell you, that a ftrift residence at Laracor,

was not in the leaft fuitable to his difpofition. He was
perpetually making excurfions not only to Dublin, and
other parts of Ireland, but into England, efpecially to
London. So rambling a difpofition, occafioned to him
a confiderable lofs. The rich deanery of Derry be¬
came vacant at this time, and was intended for him by
Lord Berkley , if Dr . King , then Bilhop of Derry,
and afterwards Archbiihop of Dublin, had not inter-
pofed : entreating with great earneftriefs, that the
deanery might be given to fome grave and elderly Di¬
vine, rather than to fo young a man ; " becaufe (add-
" ed the Biihop) the fituation of Derry is in the midft
" of prefbyterians, and I Ihould be glad of a clergy -
" man , who could be of affiftance to me. I have no
" obje&ion to Mr . Swift . I know him to be a
" fprightly ingenious young man ; butinftead of refid-
" ing , I dare fay, he will be eternally flying back-
" wards and forwards to London, and therefore I en-
" treat , that he may be provided for in fome other
" place ."

Swift was accordingly fet afide on account of
youth, but, as if his ftars had deftined to him a parallel
revenge, he lived to fee the Bifhop of Derry afterwards
fet afide on account of age. That Prelate had been
Archbiihop of Dublin many years , and had been long
celebrated for his wit and learning , when Dr . Lind-
sey , the Primate of Ireland, died , Upon his death,
Archbiihop King immediately made claim to the Pri¬
macy, as a preferment to which he had a right from

his
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his ftation in the fee of Duhlin, and from his acknow¬
ledged character in the church . Neither of thefe pre-
tenfions were prevalent . He was looked upon as too

far advanced in years to be removed . The reafon al-
ledged was as mortifying as the refufal itfelf : but the
Archbifhop had no opportunity of mewing his refent-
ment, except to the new Primate Dr.. Bolter , whom
he received at his own houfe, and in his dining parlour,
without riling from his chair , and to whom he made
an apology , by faying, in his ufual drain of wit , and
with his ufual fneering countenance , " My Lord , I am
" certain , your Grace will forgive me, becaufe , You
" know, 1 am too old to rife.'1''

In the year 1701, Swift took his Doctor 's degree,
and towards the latter end of that year , or according to
our abfurd way of reckoning , in the year 17~~ King
William died. Queen Ann 's reign will open a new
fcene, and will probably afford me materials for more
letters than one The more the better , when in each of
them I can alfure you, that your behaviour , as well as
my own inclinations, oblige me to be,

Your affeSlionate father,

ORRERY.

L E IX;
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