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t4 REMARKS OM THE LIFE
Aa during my friend Swift 's refidence with Sir Wil¬

liam Temple , he became intimately acquainted with
a Lady , whom he has diftinguifhed, and often cele¬
brated in his works , under the name of Stelia ; I
cannot think , my Ham , that it will be improper , to
give you at once her hiilory , although , according to the
rules of biography , I ought perhaps to have delayed
the account, till we arrived at that period of his life,
when he married her : but as I may have occafion to
fpeak of her in various parts of Swift ' s works , and
as his manner of living with her will fliew you , how
much he deviated from the common order of men, I
fhall fill up the reft of my letter with her extraordinary
ftory.

Stella 's real name was Johnson . She was the
daughter of Sir William Temple 's fteward, and the
concealed , but undoubted wife of Dr . Swift . Sir
William Temple bequeathed her in his will one
thoufand pounds, as an acknowledgment of her father 's
faithful fervices. I cannot tell, how long me remained
in England, or whether !he made more journeys than
one to Ireland after Sir William Temple ' s death;
but if my informations are right , Ihe was married to
Dr . Swi ft in the year feventeen hundred and fixteen,
by Dr . Ashe then bifhop of Clogher.

Stella was a moil amiable woman , in mind, and
perfon . She had an elevated underftanding , with all
the delicacy and foftnefs ofherownfex . Her voice, how¬
ever fweet in itfelf, was ftill rendered more harmonious
by what fhe faid. Her wit was .poignant without feve-

rity.



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT. 15
rity . Her manners were humane , polite, eafy, and
unreferved . Wherever Ihe came Ihe attra &ed atten¬
tion and efteem. As virtue was her guide in mora¬
lity, fincerity was her guide in religion . She was con-
ftant , but not oftentatious in her devotions . She was
remarkably prudent in her converfation . She had
great Ikill in mufic, and was- perfectly well verfed in
all the leffer arts that employ a lady' s leifure . Her
wit allowed her a fund of perpetual chearfulnefs : her
prudence kept that chearfulnefs within proper limits.
She exadtly anfwered the defcription of Penelope in
HoMERi ■

A 'Woman loveliejl of the lovely kind,
In body perfeB, and compleat in mind.

Such was Stella : yet with , all thefe accompli (hr
ments Ihe never could prevail upon Dr . Swift to ac¬
knowledge her openly as his wife. A great genius mull
tread in unbeaten paths , and deviate from the common
road of life : otherwife, furely a diamond of fo much
luftre might have been publicly produced , although it
had been fixed within the collet of matrimony : but,
the flaw, which in Dr . Swift ' s eye reduced the value
of fuch a jewel , was the fervile ftate of her father,
who , as has been faid before, was a menial fervant to
Sir William Temple . Ambition and pride will , at
any time , conquer reafon and juftice, and each larger
degree of pride , like the larger fifties of prey , will de¬
vour all the lefs : thus the vanity of boafting fuch a

wifs
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wife was fuppreffed by the greater Vanity of keeping
free from a low alliance.

Dr . Swift and Mrs . Johnson continued the fame;
ceconomy of life after marriage , which they had pur-
iued before it . They lived in feparate houfes ; he re¬
maining at the deanery , fhe, in lodgings at a diflanee
from him, and on the other fide of the river Liffy.
Nothing appeared in their behaviour incorifsftent with
decorum, or beyond the limits of platonic love . They
converfed like friends, but they indullrioufly took care,
to fummon witneffes of their converfation : a rule to

which they adhered fo ftriftly , that it would be difficult,
if not impoffible, to prove they had ever been together
without fome third perfon.

A conduct fo extraordinary in itfelf always gives
room for various comments and refle&ions : but , how¬
ever unaccountable this renunciation of marriage rites
might appear to the world , it certainly arofe not from
any confcioufnefs of too near a confanguinity between
him and Mrs . Johnson , although the general voice of
fame was willing to make them both , the natural chil¬
dren of Sir William Temple . I am perfuaded , that
Dr . Swift was not of that opinion ; becaufe, the fame
falfe pride that induced him to deny the legitimate
daughter of an obfcure fervant , might have prompted
him to own the natural daughter of fo eminent a man
as Sir William Temple . There are a&ions of which
the true fources will never be difcovered . This per¬
haps is one. I have told you the faft , in the manner
I have received it from feveral of Swift ' s friends and

relations,



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT . 17
relations , and I muft leave you to make your own ob-
fcrvations upon it.

You may imagine, that a woman of Stella 'sdelicacy
muft repine at fuch an extraordinary fituation. The
outward honours , which fhe received, are as frequently
beftowed upon a miftrefs, as a wife. She was abfo-
lutely virtuous , and yet was obliged to fubmit to all
the appearances of vice, except in the prefence. of
thofe few people, who were witneffes of the cautious
manner in which Ihe lived with her hulband , who
fcorned, my Hamilton , even to be married like any
other man.

Inward anxiety affe&ed by degrees the calmnefs of
her mind, and the ftrength of her body . She began to
decline in her health in the year feventeen hundred
and twenty four, and from the firft fymptoms of decay,
Ihe rather haflened , than fhrunk back in the defcent :
tacitly pleafed, to find her footfteps tending to that
place, where they neither marry, nor are given in marriage.
She died towards the end of January , feventeen hun¬
dred and twenty feven, or eight , abfolutely deftroyed
by the peculiarity of her fate : a fate , which perhaps
Ihe could not have incurred by an alliance with any
other perfon in the world.

My paper , my time, and every circumftance, put
me in mind of affurmg you, my dear Hamilton , that
I am,

Tour mojl affectionate Father,

ORRERY.
C LET.
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