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?2 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
Jhouldfling mefo farfrom the left of my relations, but hope-
that IJh.aJ.1have the bapfinefs to fee you fame time or other.
Fray my humble fervice to my good aunt, and tht reft of
my relations, if you pleafe.

You do not fee in thefe few Enes, the leaH fymptonts
«f that peculiar turn of phrafe , which afterwards ap¬
peared in all his writings ; even in his moft trifling,let¬
ters . Neither his learning , nor his genius were yet
arrived to any degree of ripenefs. Or perhaps the letr
ter was rather the effeft of duty than inclination , and In
that cafe, the ffiyle of it mull be illahorate , and void
of all freedom and vivacity . It is dated from Moore
Park , near Farnham in Surry, where Sir WilliamTemple then refided.

Swift , as foon as he had quitted the Unrverfity of
Oxford, lived with Sir Willi am Temple as his friend,
and dorneiric companion . When he had been about
two years at Moore Park , he contracted a very long
and dangerous illnefs, by eating an immoderate quan¬
tity of fruit . To this furfeit I have often heard him
afcribe that giddinefs in his head , which with intermif-
fions fometimes of a longer , and fornetimes of a fhorter
continuance , purfued him till it feemed to compleat its
eonquelt, by rendering him the exaft Image of one of
his own Struldhruggs, a miferable fpeftacle , devoid of
every appearance of human nature , except the outwardform.

In compliance to the advice of his phyficians, when'
he was fuflkiently recovered to travel , he went into
irtlani , to try the effects of his native air i and he

3 found



AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT . 13
found fo much benefit by the journey , that in compli¬
ance to his own inclinations , he foon returned into
England, and was again moft affectionately received by
Sir William Temple , who had now left Moore Park,
and was fettled at Sbeene, where he was often vifited by
King Willi am. Here Swift had frequent opportu¬
nities of converfing with that Prince ; in fome of which
converfations , the King offered to make him a captain
ofhorfe : an offer, which , in fplenetic difpofitions, he.
always feemed forry to have refufed ; but at that time,
he had refolved, within his own mind, to take orders,
and during his whole life, his refolutions , like the de¬
crees of fate , were immoveable . Thus determined , he
again went over into Ireland, and immediately enlifted
himfelf under the banner of the Church . He was re¬
commended by Sir William Temple to Lord Capel,
then Lord Deputy , who gave htm the firft vacancy , a
prebend , of which the income was about an hundred
pounds a year . Swift foon grew weary of this pre¬
ferment : it was not fufficiently confiderable , and was
at fo great a diflance from the metropolis , that it abfo-
lutely deprived him from that kind of converfation and
fociety, in which he delighted . He had been ufed to
very different fcenes in England, and had naturally an
averfton to folitude and retirement . He was glad there¬
fore , to refign his prebend in favour of a friend , and
to return to Sbeene, where he lived domeftically as ufual,
till the death of Sir William Temple , who , befides a
legacy in money , left to him the care , and truft of
Jfiiblilhing his pofthumous works,
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