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6 REMARKS ON THE LIFE
Two of them only, Godwin and Jonathan , left fons.
The defcendants of Godwin are mentioned in Guil-
lim ' s heraldry . Jonathan married Mrs . Abigail
Erick of Leicejlerjbire, by whom he had one daughter
and a fon. The daughter was born in the firft year of
Mr . Swift 's marriage ; but he lived not to fee the
birth of his fon % who was called Jonathan , in me¬
mory of his Father , and became afterwards the fa¬
mous Dean of St. Patrick 's. .

The greatell part of Mr . Jonathan Swift 's income
had depended upon agencies, and other employments
of that kind : fo that moft of his fortune periftied with
Mm : and the remainder being the only fupport that his
widow could enjoy, the care, tuition , and expence of
her two children devolved upon her hufband ' s elder
brother , Mr . Godwin Swift , who voluntarily became
their guardian , and fupplied the lofs which they had
fuftained in a father ... Mrs . Swift , about two years
after her hulband 's death , quitted Ireland, and retired to
Ldcejler, the place of her nativity.

The faculties of the mind, appear and fhine forth at
different ages in different men . The infancy of Doftor
Swi ft pafled on without any marks of diitinttion . At fix
years old, he was fent to fchoolat Kilkenny, and about
eight years afterwards, he was entered a ftudent of Trinity
College in Dublin. He lived there in perfedl regula¬
rity , and under an entire obedience to the ftatutes : but
the morofenefs of his temper , often rendered him very

a Doclor Swift was born two months afier his fa¬
ther's death.
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr . SWIFT. 7
unacceptable to his companions ; fp that he was little
regarded , and lefs beloved . Nor were the academi¬
cal exercifes agreeable to his genius . He held logic
and metaphyiics in the utmoft contempt , and he fcarce,
conlidered mathematics and natural philofophy , unlefs
to turn them into ridicule . The ftudies which he fol¬
lowed were hiftory and poetry . In thefe he made a
great progrefs ; but to all other branches of fcience he
had given fo very little application , that when he ap¬
peared as a candidate for the degree of Batchelor of
Arts , he was fet afide on account of infufficiency.

You will be furprifed at fuch an incident in his life :
"but the fadl; was undoubtedly true : and even at lalt he
obtained his admiffion ffeciali gratia : a phrafe which
in that Univerlity carries with it the utmoll marks of
reproach . It is a kind of dishonourable degree , and the
record of it, notwithftanding Dr . Swift ' s prefent efta-
blilhed character throughout the learned world , mult
for ever remain againft him in the academical regifter
at Dublin.

' Ambition , you will agree with me, could fcarce
have met with a feverer blow . Hercules found him-
felf fet afide for want of ftrength ; or, if admitted
among the wreftlers, admitted only by favour and in¬
dulgence ; ytt Hill he mull be confcious, that he was
Hercules . Difappointments , the earlier they happen
in life, the deeper impreffion they make upon the heart.
Swift was full of indignation at the treatment which
he had received in Ireland, and therefore refolved to
purfue his ftudies at Oxford. However , that he might
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